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Hosted by
Mallee Sunset Field Archers
19.to 22 April 2019

All ABA members are cordially invited to
compete at the 2019 National Safari
Championships to be held at the Mallee
Sunset Field Archers, Red Cliffs, Victoria.

Nomination Fees:
ABA Adult$55 Inr/Cub $45 Family $125
3D Adult$60 Jnr/Cub $50 Family $135

Closing Date for Entries is Monday 1st April 2019.
No late nominations will be accepted.

Last date for grading is 18 March 2019.

All archers under the Archery Alliance of Australia are invited to attend.

Timetable: Camping:

Incorporating Bowhunters
and Sighted Championships
and 3D.Championships

To Broken/Hill f

-
To Hay
Wagga Wagga

vic

Renmark,
Adelaide

MALLEE SUNSET
FIELD ARCHERS

To Meringur
-

To Hattah,
Ouyen, Bendigo

Camping is ample at the range; anybody wishing for offsite

Muster each day at 8.00am for an 8.30am start

Registration and Bow Checks for all events - Thursday
18 April 2019.

ABA - Friday 19 April and Saturday 20 April (3 and 1
arrow each day), followed by presentations Saturday
evening. )
Entries:
3D - Sunday 21 April and Monday 22 April followed by

presentations Monday evening.

accommodation can obtain further information from the ABA
website. Definitely No DOGS allowed.

Champion of Branches Team Competitions will be
running for both National Championships and teams
must be registered prior to Muster for each competition.

All Nominations to be completed online via the ABA
website and follow the links, www.bowhunters.org.au
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It’s a brand new year—and also the final year of the decade.
I can hardly believe the teen years of this century are almost
over!

This could be a time of huge upheavals or it could be a year
where everything seems to plod along the same as ever. We
won’t know until we're taking a rear-view-mirror look from the
perspective of 2020 (20/20 vision indeed!). But at this moment,
we can choose—unless we are overcome by catastrophic
circumstances—to make it a year filled with personal growth,
skill development and other worthwhile pursuits.

The only way to do this is to have a plan that gives us a
process which we can follow faithfully. It’s no use making a new
year’s resolution and then expecting that open-ended goal to
take us anywhere near where we want to go. Success only
comes with consistent effort, and that means the willingness

DEADLINES

Please submit articles and
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editor@archeryactionmagazine.com
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2019

Vol 44 No. 4 March-April 1 February
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Vol 45 No. 3 January-February 1 December
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to commit to the regular practice of whatever it is we want to

improve or attain.

In fact, the ‘getting there’ process doesn’t necessarily have
any romance about it at all. It can be a grind. It can certainly
take dogged determination. It can sometimes seem not worth
the effort when we don’t see great leaps of improvement.
But just like people who have worked for 10 years to become
overnight successes, our own successes are rooted in what we
commit to doing on a regular basis.

So whether we’re working to improve our Branch, grow our
club or polish our archery skills, we need to follow the same
basic procedure. Decide what we want, work out what needs to
be done to attain it, then dedicate ourselves to the incremental
tasks that are required along the way. We don’t even have to
think about our goals much once we’ve set them. We do that
work first, then let the process take over. Commit to the boring
bits. In fact, fall in love with boredom because it’s the time we
put in on a habitual basis that will end in improvement and
ultimately, success. And that’s not boring at all.

TJenel Hunt

Editor

FREELANCE CONTRIBUTIONS

are welcomed by this magazine and articles should be addressed to: The Edi-
tor, Archery Action, at the above address. The Editor accepts no responsibility
for unsolicited material. Colour photographs or high resolution scans are suit-
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photos should be sent as separate attachments, not embedded in the story
text.
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n pitch darkness, we quickly settled
into our ground blind. Twenty
minutes of silence was broken
by the sound of something breaking
sticks and twigs. | knew it was deer
moving above us on the crown of the
spur and all we could do was sit and
listen. My heart was quietly pumping
with excitement but | was not saying
anything to Cheryl to keep her calm.
Cheryl was set up ready to take

a shot, sitting adjacent to one of the

main game trails that led back into the
thickened dogwood bush of the lower
valley 16m to her left. | was tucked in
the ferns below Cheryl, which gave me a
clear view to the top of the ridges above
us and lower section of the mountain.
Through my binos | started making
out shapes moving through the
timbered tops but struggled to make
out exactly what they were or how
many animals there were. The wait
was intense as | played out scenarios
in my mind. Twenty minutes went by
before daylight finally started pushing
its way through the canopy of the
treetops and now | could see what
was making all the noise—and | was
blown away. The first animal | glassed

was a large-bodied sambar deer
moving through the timber on top
of the spur. The deer finally revealed
itself to be a nice mature stag and he
was supporting a good 24-inch set of
antlers. Then | glassed another stag.
The big fella was being shadowed by
an apprentice stag with a smaller set of
antlers as they fed following the main
game trail that passed Cheryl as they
contoured the mountain range. To my
right | glassed four hinds and two half-
grown calves as they slowly fed their
way directly down the gully, then a big-
bodied spikey appeared from around
the spur to my right and fed in the
open 50m from me.

My focus was straight back to the
two stags which were now passing
through a cluster of timber heading
slowly towards Cheryl along the game
trail. It was looking like the perfect
ambush scenario as we waited like
fern statues in our ground blind. Then
to my disbelief | heard a noise of
something behind us, | ever so gently
turned around to get a look what was
going on. To my disappointment, a
sambar hind was moving directly up
the gully heading straight behind us.




| swore under my breath, the hind
would end up cutting our wind if she
kept on climbing up the side of the
gully. My response was to ignore her
as | hoped she would turn and walk
off back into the thicket of the gully.
Turning back around revealed the
stags were just moving out of the
timberline with the big stag in the
lead. It was now a game of patience.
Cheryl was ready and | slowly raised
my rangefinder and locked on the stag
that was now at 35m quartering on.
He still had plenty of bush coverage
around him, but my heart was already
pumping with excitement—and then,
HONK. The silence of the morning was
ripped away by the blasting noise of a
sambar hind as she finally cut our wind
behind us.

The two stags disappeared over
the top saddle of the mountain in
the blink of an eye and we could hear
deer scattering through the bush
everywhere.

The spikey stag, strangely, was
still standing to my right and was now
stamping his front hoof on the ground
and throwing his head up in the air
trying to smell what was wrong. He
decided something was not right and

it was time to leave. Dropping down

onto a game trail below him, he then
veered off to his left and was heading
away from me.

My whole mindset suddenly
changed. We had travelled a long way
from Western Australia to Victoria, the
fridge was empty of venison at home
and sambar deer do not fall out of
trees. | quickly slid my hand through
my bow sling and lifted my bow into
position and drew as he passed by a
stump that | had already ranged during
the morning. My 50m pin locked in on
his last rib and the bow went off. Crack,
the stag bolted down the side of the
mountain and disappeared out of sight
with little noise ... and then there was
total silence.

From what | had seen, the arrow
impact was perfect for a quartering-
away shot. We gave him 20 minutes
then made our way over to arrow
impact. To my disbelief, | found a small
pool of gut fluid on the ground and
then we found my arrow 5m away. It
was soaked in blood but had a slight
gut smell to it; not a good sign. | was
worried. We tracked the deer straight
down the mountainside as he had
smashed his way through the dogwood
on a direct route to the gully bottom,
leaving a minimal blood trail which we

lost 10m from the bottom. The gully
was extremely thick with blackberries,
ferns and fallen timber— he could be
hidden away anywhere!

| got Cheryl to stand on the last
sigh of the stag as | zigzagged the
gully. 1 did that for a long time before
mother nature called and | could not
hold on any longer. Dropping my pack
with Cheryl | ducked around into
another gully to do what was required.
Squatting down, | noticed the ferns |
was nestled in were bright red. Wiping
the ferns with my hands, | couldn’t
believe it: Blood. | fist-pumped the
air and thanked the hunting gods and
then ran back to get Cheryl. The stag
had spun and turned back up the gully
and contoured around into the next
gully head. His blood trail was now
bright as we followed it around the
next spur ... then we lost his trial again.
Cheryl stopped and said she could
smell something, | turned around and
looked down toward the gully bottom
and could see my stag fallen amongst
the logs below. To say | was relieved
and happy was an understatement as |
had really believed | had lost him.

On inspection, the arrow had
impacted the second last rib, veered
off and exited out the same rib on the




opposite side and had taken out the
back of his lungs and had also passed
through part of the gut. | was lucky.

Cheryl and | shared a great morning
in the bush with the spikey stag that
Cheryl unfortunately named Robert!
We retrieved most of the meat, the
cape and | even took his rear skin
for a BOD man mount by Tarween
Taxidermy. We packed all the meat
products for the trip across the border.
We were pretty happy to be filling
up the freezer with our own venison
again.

The next couple of days the
weather turned extremely windy
and our hunting endeavours took a
turn for the worse as the deer went
to ground. On the fifth day the wind
finally started to die off and the sun
was shining for the afternoon. | was
itching to head for one of the back
stands that | had not hunted before.

Contractors to the Military, Fire & Emergency Services

DG Frame Set

In conjunction with input
from SMEs in the
back-country hiking
industry, we have
developed a frame that will
flex at the same rate as the
human back. (Too little flex
forces the hips and
shoulders to fight with
every stride, which is
fatiguing. Over flexing
forces the shoulders to fight
angular momentum as the

On arrival we quickly settled into our
blind for the afternoon. Just after 5.30
we could hear a hell of a commotion
going on in the bush to our right. |
believed it was deer fighting but was
not sure. Whatever it was, they were
at it all afternoon and at stages the
noise was intense, | was concentrating
looking in to the bush to see what was
making the noise when Cheryl tapped
me on the leg and pointed through the
blind, a hind with her half grown calf
had walked out from the bush line and
now fed a hundred metres below us,
what a great sight. To our amazement
over the next half an hour a spikey,
three more hinds and two more half
grown calves now fed in the open
below us as daylight was just starting
to fade. The spikey and a hind were
feeding slowly toward us and were
now 50m straight below us, Cheryl
was ready and we just had to wait

for them to feed into range, when an
explosion of noise came from the bush
to our right as we both watched a hind
running in full flight with a stag in hot
pursuit. They burst through the fence
and cut down through the clearing and
disappeared back into bush a hundred
metres below. | didn’t get time to put
my binos on the stag but | could see he
was supporting a good set of antlers.
Amazingly the deer feeding below us
only put their heads up, looked and
carried on feeding like nothing had
happened. | looked back to where
the hind and stag came through the
fence and was blown away on what
was standing there, a cracker of a
stag stood on the fenceline looking
straight down the hill towards us, not
moving. | whispered to Cheryl not to
move a muscle as | slowly raised my
binos, a stag that haunts my dreams
was standing there 70m away straight

and Police

HIRLE

AUSTRALIA

Peacekeeper Light Boots
The Peacekeeper Light is the final

load swings wide with each step.) The DG frame set flexes
just right, hips and shoulders move freely, stride is longer
and less exhausting. Active ventilation keeps things cool.
The whole shoulder harness yoke assembly can be quickly
extended up or retracted down with three height settings
built into the webbing attachments.

02 4842 2677
glenn@crossfire.com.au
www.crossfire.com.au

outcome of a long partnership between
Crossfire Australia and Thorogood Boots
(US) and is unashamedly pretty close to
being the ultimate boot in hot weather
footwear. As the name

suggests, these boots were
designed for the rigours of
combat. They're made
with ultra-tough
materials like Mohave

leather, 1000D
Cordura®, and
Vibram®  TC4

outsoles.

DG3 Overnight

Our 55ltr overnight EDC pack comes in
two variants—external or internal frame.
Other than size, the pack shares the same
pedigree as its big brother the DG16 and
has similar features—field replaceable
buckles, removable stowage and bladder
pouches. It comes in three colours:
Ranger Green, Coyote or OCP which is a
new variant of multi cam.

DG16 Long-Range
The DG16 embodies
everything we have
learned in three
decades about
materials, science,
ergonomics and
systems integration.
This pack has been
engineered from
first principles of
grams count and
redundancy of all
critical points. There is nothing else like it,
anywhere. The pack comes in one size and is
universally adjustable.

—
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on. The stag supported a massive set
of antlers, all | could focus on was his
polished white tips and | could see
them all. What a waiting game and a
predicament; deer below us and the
stag to our right and daylight fading
fast. Finally the stag walked through
the run into the fence and instead of
turning left and moving in the open to
my left he turned right and moved off
following the fence line down and now
feeding behind timber just out of sight.

By now we had to make a decision;
the sun had disappeared behind the
mountain range in the distance to the
west, daylight was fading quickly and
the deer below us were still too far
away. | decided to quietly pack our
gear away into our packs and we would
back out of the stand. | just rolled over
to move when Cheryl grabbed me on
the leg, | slowly turned around to see
a stag standing right in front of the
stand. | slowly lifted my range finder,
bloody hell—14m. Cheryl had already
drawn her bow and was locked in.
Crack, the shot went off and Cheryl’s
arrow flew off into the clearing below.
Deer ran off everywhere.

berline Self-Guide
Sambar Hunts

sive Bowhunting access to a prime samb
nting location on private property in the
Victorian high country

- " LR T

Contact Russ (0427 501 527) or
Steph (0427 669 914)

ia email: russell.cornall@gmail.co

ble to arrange affordably priced bowhunts

0. Excellent opportunities on bulls TC to 100
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Cheryl was shattered but totally
excited as she was pumped with
adrenaline; her arrow had hit the top
of the blind as she thought it was 20m
away. At the end of the day, Cheryl was
extremely excited over what had been
a mad afternoon, to see that many
sambar deer out feeding in one area
at close range was unbelievable and
to be that close to securing your first
sambar was something else.

The next two days was a little
quieter as the weather turned for the
worse and the temperature dropped
and the rain settled in, the forecast
for our last day was possible snow so
with that we decided to pack up and
head out of the mountains, not good
weather for sand gropers.

We had the best trip together, four
seasons in one week, venison packed
in the fridge and another sambar on
the wall. Our tally of sambar deer
seen was 30 over seven days, which
is amazing considering we had three
out of the seven days with gale-force
winds and we didn’t see a deer during
that time.

The big stagthatsilhouetted himself
on the fence line will be embedded
deep into my memories and will keep
me and now Cheryl coming back to
these magnificent mountains chasing
that one-off trophy.

The bowshot sambar deer numbers
taken from Timberline Self-Guided
Sambar Hunts is proving this bow-
only property to be one of the best in
Australia to maximise your chances of
shooting a sambar Deer.

To hunt a unique part of Australia
and to meet one of the mostinteresting
bushman with great knowledge of
sambar deer and love for the bush
contact Russell on 0427 501 527 or
visit Timberline Self-Guided Sambar
Hunts online.
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BRENDALE QLD 4500
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Please note that National Officers are not to be
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your club. The protocol is: Member speaks to rel-
evant club officer. If the club officer cannot answer
the query the officer passes it to the Branch repre-
sentative who then contacts the relevant National
Officer if required.

BRANCH CONTACTS

Northern Territory Chris Clark 0418 640 767
North Queensland ABA Office (07) 3256 3976
Central Queensland Pam Helmrich 0488 121 254
South Queensland Brett Willaton 0484 322 966
North New South Wales Peter Stubbs (02) 6743 1559
South NSW and ACT Rod Moad 0417 695 316
Gippsland, Victoria Tim Opie 0418 177 054
Central and Greater Victoria Wendy Gallagher 0429 959 402
South Australia Brett Raymond 0418 810 598
Western Australia Ken Neil 0418 926 862
Tasmania — see Victoria

Trophy Bowhunters of Australia Ralph Boden (02) 4392 6810

NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT

Jeff Bell

SENIOR VICE-PRESIDENT
(Vacant)
VICE-PRESIDENT, BOWHUNTING

Mark Burrows (03) 5625 2390
VICE-PRESIDENT, FIELD

0429 358 636

(Vacant)

TREASURER

Amanda Skinner 0438 573 792
NATIONAL MEASURER

Garry Pitt (07) 4743 4131
ASSISTANT NATIONAL MEASURER

Troy Morris 0417 949 542
NATIONAL SCORE RECORDER

Alan Avent (02) 6296 1768

ASSISTANT NATIONAL SCORE RECORDER
Sally-Ann McGrigor 0402 074 788
NATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER
Bruce Kelleher 0425 758 834
DIR BOWHUNTER EDUCATION

Ray Morgan (03) 9743 5595
DIRECTOR OF COACHING
Tom Cornell (02) 6852 1847
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BOWHUNTING
DIVISION REPORT

by Mark Burrows

(Vice-President Bowhunting Division) %

Poaching

or with their antlers removed.
As an Association, the ABA
abhors this practice but we are

Recently | was contacted
by a Victorian Coastal property
owner concerned with poachers
using bows on his a voluntary-based organisation,

both in the running of the ABA

property.
This person has collected a vast

number of arrows obviously lost
in the process of illegal hunting
on his property. He has also found
several animals that had been
dispatched and either not found

and the compulsion to join the
Association. There is therefore
little we can do directly about
this type of practice unless the

perpetrators are caught and



prove to be members of the ABA.

This type of activity goes directly
against our Code of Ethics and has
the ability to affect all bowhunters
who are going about their sport
legitimately. It is therefore up to us
as individuals to either have a word
to those who are doing this type
of thing, if they’re your supposed
‘mates’, or dob them in. It only takes
a small group in any environment to
stuff things up for the majority.

AGM Bowhunting Technical
Committee and TBA meeting

As is our usual practice, the full
minutes of this meeting will be
forwarded to all Branch Controllers
Field
distribution. An overview will be in

and Representatives  for
the national minutes from the AGM,
so everyone will have the opportunity
to read what was discussed and
voted on at that meeting. That said,
I would still like to cover some of the
major points here.

As a reminder, the Bowhunting
made

Technical Committee s

up of all the associated hunting

Summary of
Australian Bowshot Records

Species Holder Australian

Record
Boar Michael Dacre 372/8
Goat James Finlay 1512/8
Buffalo John Lopes 108 2/8
Camel Kimberley Nicholas 326/16
Fox Graeme Duff 11
Cat Tim Pitt-Lancaster 85/16
Red Deer Dan Smith 3153/8
Fallow Deer Darryl Bulger 276 4/8
Chital Deer Dan Smith 204
Hog Deer Stephen Tilley 1117/8
Sambar Deer Dean Scott 203 5/8
Rusa Deer Jay Janssen 236
Shark BHFF Barry Feeney 352/8
Shark BF John Van Den Heuvel  516/8
Stingray BHFF  Barry Feeney 113/8
Stingray BF Gleewyn Butson 14 3/8

departments, which include national
representatives from the Measurers,
BPC and TBA Branch departments
the Branch Field
Representatives and any BPC officers

along with all

who are available to attend. So any
decisions are made with a great
cross-section of your representatives
and with the best interests of our
members in mind.

For only the second time in
the past 25 years, | was not at this
AGM. | was still in South Africa after
competing in the 2018 World Field
Archery Championships. However
the meeting was ably overseen by
Ralph Boden, TBA Chairman and Troy
Morris, Assistant National Measurer.

Deer measuring

From the National Measurers
Course in May 2018 we discussed
and agreed to a proposal to alter the
fallow deer 5/8 rule to determine
the start of the palm length without
The

process will make it much easier and

points measurement. new
quicker to acquire the start point
of palm length. The new system

was compared directly with the old

Boar
Record Troph Goat
Class Class Y 04

Buffalo
2 2

1 1 Camel

110 95
86 4/8 80 IR
29 25 Cat
102/16 93/16 Red Deer
710/16 7 Fallow Deer
R’ 175 Chital Deer
190 150

Hog Deer
160 140
70 55 Sambar Deer
162 7/8 140 Rusa Deer
170 150 Shark BHFF
20 15 Shark BF
Hag i° Stingray BHFF
74/8 6 . e
114/8 10 WY

system over many heads and they
compare very favourably with each
other in coming up with the same
start point.

Palm length will be defined by
using the new 1/8 rule to define the
starting point of the length of palm
measurement without points. The
beginning point for this measurement
the
narrowest width measurement of the

is determined by taking
beam above the trez tine using the
calliper. The calliper is then opened
1/8 of an inch wider than the beam
width measurement. The calliper is
then placed back over the beam and
moved up the beam until the calliper
stops. Mark the beam in the middle;
this is the starting point of the length
of the palm without points.

BEO and BPC review

Fromthe National re-accreditation
Bowhunting Education training held
in May 2018 it was agreed by all
BEOs that the Bowhunting Education
Manual needs to be updated to
meet today’s requirements. It is the
plan to have the manual available in
electronic format and the BPC test

Ladies Best qf Species

Kristan Bell 34 4/8pt 2017
Katherine Agale 127 1/8pt 2010
Christie Pisani 87 4/8pt 2017
Christie Pisani 30 7/16pt 2014
Helen Duff 10 14/16pt 2016
Lorna Hopkins 7 12/16pt 1984
Christie Pisani 268 3/8pt 2014
Margaret Cowin 150 7/8pt 1997
Leny Smith 159 3/8pt 2010
Elizabeth Proctor 11pt 2017
Nil

Emma Johnson 195 6/8pt 2016
Lynda Fell 25 4/8pt 2016
Lynda Fell 23 5/8pt 2000
Carolyn Rundle 97/8pt 1987
Gleewyn Butson 14 3/8pt 1986

ARCHERY ACTION 13



set up as an e-learning program. Our
bowhunting policies, guidelines and
rules will also be updated to give 100
per cent clarity.

Bowhunter activities

It was noted that the Bowhunter
of the Year award does not seem to
be given the prestige it deserves.
This award took over from the
Australian Champion Bowhunter and
in the process seems to have been
left behind. Several options will be
looked at to further the promotion of
this award.

The biennial TBA Muster is due to
be held again in 2019. The Renegade
club in Ipswich will be hosting this
event and we hope to have more
information for you in the next
issue of Archery Action. (Preliminary
information is included in this
magazine on Page 65.)

RC/TC changes

A review of our game records
and measurements was done in
2016 where we changed six species
TC or RC measurements. Over the
past month, Troy has
game records and
percentage factors. From our data,
the figures are showing the changes
made are positive and tracking
in the
the review did expose species
that are misaligned with TC or RC
percentages, particularly shark and
stingray. With the shark BHFF, only 3
per cent of all sharks recorded have
reached RC (in the past decade there
have only been three RC recorded).
It was therefore decided to lower
the RC measurement for shark to
20pt, this would make achieving RC
possible but from our total data still
a hard target.

For stingray BHFF, only 1 per cent
of RC have ever been recorded—
two claims in 10 years. This is totally
unrealistic. It was decided to lower

reviewed
our current

right direction. However,
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Bnch Hunter

Dan Smith
David Brewer
David Brewer

Rebecca Darby
Brad Seagrott
Riaan Krause
Gary Lander

Ben Ireland
Graeme Duff
Helen Duff
Dillan Gardner
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Marc Curtis
G Marc Curtis
H Joshua Rosati

H Anthony Atkinson
H Anthony Atkinson
H Anthony Atkinson

H Tyler Atkinson
H John Scott
H John Scott
H John Scott
H John Scott
H John Scott
H John Scott
H John Scott
H John Scott
H John Scott
H John Scott

Rodney Bagnall

Scott Meadows
Scott Meadows
Scott Meadows
Scott Meadows
Scott Meadows
Scott Meadows
Scott Meadows
Scott Meadows

Dan Podubinski
Dan Podubinski

T/C and upward and/or
First Kill/Species

Club Game Award  FK/FKOS Size
Townsville Bowhunters Rusa RC 2285/8
Emerald Archery Club Goat TC 105 6/8
Emerald Archery Club Goat TC 108 5/8
Independent Goat TC 102 6/8
Saxon Archery Club Goat RC 1153/8
Independent Goat TC 98 4/8
Renegade Bowmen Cat GA FKOS 0
Central Coast Moonterra Pig RC 292/8
Cobar Bowmen Pig TC 286/8
Cobar Bowmen Goat RC 1105/8
Cobar Bowmen Goat TC 100 6/8
Cobar Bowmen Goat RC 114 6/8
Cobar Bowmen Goat TC 105
Cobar Bowmen Goat TC 105
Cobar Bowmen Goat TC 106 7/8
Cobar Bowmen Goat TC 1055/8
Namoi Valley Archers Goat TC 107 2/8
Northern Tableland Archers Goat TC 972/8
Northern Tableland Archers Fox TC 99/16
Sapphire City Archers Pig GA FKOS 17
Independent Cat RC FKOS 712/16
Independent Goat TC 99 4/8
Macalister Trophy Bowhunter  Fallow RC 202 7/8
Macalister Trophy Bowhunter  Chital TC 145 4/8
Bacchus Marsh Bowmen Fox RC FK/FKOS 102/16
Ballarat Bowhunters Fox TC 99/16
Ballarat Bowhunters Pig GA FKOS 0
Ballarat Bowhunters Goat TC 95
Ballarat Bowhunters Fox TC 915/16
Break O Day Field Archers Goat TC 1002/8
Break O Day Field Archers Rusa RC 1825/8
Break O Day Field Archers Fallow RC 218 3/8
Break O Day Field Archers Camel TC 27
Break O Day Field Archers Camel TC 28 4/16
Break O Day Field Archers Camel TC 28 5/16
Break O Day Field Archers Camel RC 3011/16
Break O Day Field Archers Fox TC 98/16
Break O Day Field Archers Cat RC 7 11/16
Break O Day Field Archers Cat RC 7 12/16

the RC to 7 4/8pt, which is a possible
target but still low percentage from
our total data taken.

Sambar and rusa deer were
also looked at but it was decided to
leave these for 12 months to enable

further study.

To finish off, | would like to wish
all our members the very best for the
new year in whatever you may be
doing. Keep those broadheads sharp,
get out for a hunt and when you do
take animals, remember to keep

sending those claims in.



BOWSITRING

BOWSTRING
MATERIAL
WITH SAFETY,
STABILITY,
SPEED,
DURABILITY.
RELY ON BCY

Gary Lander RC pig 29 2/8pt.

| David Hampel Border Bowmen Cat RC FK/FKOS 7 14/16

| David Hampel Border Bowmen Cat TC 74/16

| David Hampel Border Bowmen Fish GA FKOS 0

| David Hampel Border Bowmen Rabbit GA FKOS 0

J Luke Hebb Peel Archers Fox TC 101/16

J Luke Hebb Peel Archers Fox TC 95/16

J Luke Hebb Peel Archers Fox TC 94/16

J Luke Hebb Peel Archers Fox TC 94/16

J Luke Hebb Peel Archers Fox TC 98/16 BCY-X - The latest and best

J Luke Hebb Peel Archers Fox TC 94/16 compound bowstring - tough,
J Luke Hebb Peel Archers Fox TC 913/16 fast, no creep.

J Josh Balsley Western Plains Archers Camel RC 308/16 .

J Josh Balsley Western Plains Archers Camel TC 28 2/16 :_)sz;;nspt::"[:;e;er;f;ir:g;zany
J Josh Balsley Western Plains Archers Fish GA FKOS 0 bow companies for complete
J Doug Bourman Western Plains Archers Rusa GA FKOS 137 2/8 stability.

J Troy Morris Western Plains Archers Rusa GA FKOS 140 2/8

81256 - For higher arrow
speed. The preferred bowstring
for recurves.

8190 - Low creep, 100%
toughest Dyneema. Compound
or recurve.

Dynaflight 97 - The original
Dyneema bowstring - very
durable and safe. Use on mid
quality compounds and modern
recurves. Also crossbows.

B55 polyester is offered for
traditional bows.

Whatever you’re looking for in a
bowstring material, serving thread,
or bowstring accessories,
BCY CAN HELP YOU.

Doug Bourman, rusa.
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Bowhunting

achievements
to 21 November, 2018

Master Bowhunter

Graeme Duff 800
Helen Duff 770
Luke Hebb 530
Tyler Atkinson 480
David Luxford 390
John Scott 340
Luke Sampson 330
Trophy Bowhunter Award
Bradley Seagrott 280
Joshua Balsley 240
Dan Podubinski 210
Toby Gall 200
Bowhunter Award

Graham Otto 170
Donald Moor 150
Anthony Atkinson 140
Jason Lesnik 140
Daniel Ferguson 130
Gary Lander 130
David Rethus 130
Marc Curtis 120
Elissa Rosemond 120
David Brewer 110
Wade Bygrave 110
Benjamin Ireland 110
Brenton Mitchell 100
Theo Vanderburg 100

Bowhunter Royale
Nil further since last report

Bowhunter Imperial
Nil further since last report

Bowhunter Supreme
Luke Hebb

Royale Ishi
Troy Morris

Senior Member of TBA
Nil further since last report

Members Admitted to TBA
Club (membership granted
after taking first Trophy Class or
better animal)

Rodney Bagnall

Rebecca Darby

Joshua Rosati

David Hampel
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Trophy Bowhunters
of Australia club

‘Jntrocfucing

NEW TBA MEMBER
Rebecca @arﬁy

Where do you live?

Maryborough, Queensland.
What club do you belong to?

Saxons Archery Club. I’'m also in Hervey
Bay Archers for FITA.

How long have you been an ABA
member?

Thirty-one vyears. | became a

member when | was six!
How long have you been bowhunting?

| grew up in an archery family. It
was Dad who got me into bowhunting.
| used to hunt as a teenager in Inverell
(NSW) but hadn’t done any hunting
for about 20 years. Now my partner
and | hunt. | shot two game goats out
at Charleville after the ABA Nationals
there and shot a small pig last
Christmas at Inverell.

How often do you get to go hunting?

Not often enough! We had a week
after the ABA Nationals in Alice Springs
this year then managed to squeeze
in another weekend in October. And
over Christmas back home in Inverell
there’ll be a chance to go hunting,
hopefully with Graeme and Helen
Duff. | would say | would be lucky to
get out three or four times a year to
hunt.

What equipment do you use
(compound/recurve/longbow)?

Compound. When | competed in
the Commonwealth Games (2010 in
Delhi), | used a Mathews Prestige. |
have an Elite 35 for target and | hunt
with a PSE DNA. I've also just started
with arecurve. Now, that’s challenging!

Has this encouraged you to do more
hunting?

Well, when we went out west to
hunt goats in October | was trying
to get a Trophy Class so | was pretty
happy with my RC. I'd like to do more
hunting. It’s just a case of finding the
time and the properties to hunt on. It’s
a bit hard unless you know people who
have properties.

Do you have any hunting goals that
you would like to achieve/bowhunter
awards etc?

Yes. I'd love to aim for some of the
awards. And short term I’'m hoping for
a fox over the Christmas holidays!

Did you know much about TBA before
this?

| really didn’t know much about
TBA until | started hunting again in

the past couple of years. My partner is
already in TBA.

The TBA Committee congratulates you
on your achievement, Bec.



At an undisclosed address on a property somewhere out Mitchell way on
the edge of Queensland’s outback, Rebecca Darby was sitting in a blind near a
waterhole on a sweltering hot day during Queensland’s October long weekend.

We’d seen a heap of goats go out that morning but we got there too late
and they’d been and gone. It was very hot and very dry so we had to pick our
moments, and waiting at the waterholes seemed the best plan, even though it
was boring to just sit and wait. We had a blind set up, because there was no cover
out there.

We had a couple of little mobs come in but nothing decent. Then this big
fellow wandered in by himself. He was very stand-offish and there was no chance
for a shot. But eventually another billy and he came in, not all that long before
dusk. It was my partner’s turn but he missed—and his misfortune was my chance.
So it will be me putting the mounted horns on the wall!

When | was a kid | had a few goes at shooting foxes and goats. Foxes are a
massive adrenaline rush. They come in at a million miles an hour and they might
come to 10m, 5m or sit right at your feet. | can’t wait for our Christmas hunt to
try for some Inverell foxes.”

Sy QLD
5 | BOWHUNTING
vy SAFARIS
RED & FALLOW
DEER HUNTS

$2800.00 All' Inclusive
5 Day Hunt Includes - 2 Deer
Very High Success Rate
Best Time: Late March - Early April

For further information on
package deals contact Glenn on

Ph: (07) 5484 5133
A/H Ph: (07) 5484 5179

Email: gbhs@bigpond.com
www.queenslandbowhuntingsafaris.com.au
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On Sunday October 28, members of five local archery

clubs came together to shoot in memory of an archery
comrade.

Paul Jurskis was a dedicated member of Boolaroo
Bowmen, and it was our club that decided to host the
event. He passed away earlier in October after fighting a
determined battle against cancer.

Paul came to archery only a few years ago, and in that
time proved himself to be a talented and natural archer
with a willingness to learn and try out any new compound
bow that came his way. He also helped out extensively
at our range and was responsible for reclaiming and
regenerating a lot of the bushland and sought assistance
from Landcare with advice on replanting of native species
and the removal of noxious and invasive flora. His efforts
will be seen for many years to come by all who shoot at our
range in Fassifern. In the past year Paul also took on the role
of club treasurer.

18 ARCHERY ACTION

Paul Jurskis ... a shoot was held in his memory.

Paul’s love of archery, and the local archery community,
is proven by his joining, and helping out, at nearly every club
in the area. It came as no surprise to anyone that, amongst
the 62 archers present on the day of the memorial shoot
were members of Hunter Bowmen, Cessnock Archers, Lake
Macquarie Field Archers, Westlakes Archers and of course,
Boolaroo Bowmen.

The event held was a 3D ABA style three-arrow morning
round, and single-arrow afternoon round. The course
was designed to be challenging and fun. Despite some
intermittent light drizzle the day proved to be hugely
popular with lots of laughs and bemoaning of misreading
distances. All shooting styles were catered for ranging from
compound to Olympic recurve and traditional longbow.

Boolaroo Bowmen decided that part of the proceeds
from the day should be donated to cancer research, so
there was a novelty card shoot as well. With the generous
support of those present, just over $800 was raised for this
worthy cause.

As sad as it is to see one of our own leave us, it is
gratifying to know that a shared love of archery is capable
of bringing so many together.

Stephen Heusz
Secretary, Boolaroo Bowmen Inc




Shooters came from five
archery clubs to honour the
life of Paul Jurskis.
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Vale

The Jack Rice Memorial Shoot was
held on Saturday, October 6, hosted by
Gleneagle Field Archers in Bedfordale,
WA.

Twenty shooters participated in
the event, shooting at ABA black-and-
white target faces. It was presented as
a traditional shoot for longbows and
recurves, and many shooters chose to use
wooden arrows. Trophies and prizes were
donated by various sponsors, including
Molinjer Archery, Claremont Firearms and
BCF and were well received.

We were honoured to have Jack’s
daughter, Kelly Rice, participate in the
shoot.

Kelly brought down Jack’s well-
remembered and prized shooting jacket.
Looking at the jacket was a walk down
memory lane, adorned as it was with
embroidered club badges both back and
front. The badges and pins were collected
by Jack from every club and from shoots
that Jack had attended throughout his
career. He participated in just about every
club and event over the years.

After the shoot we sat down and
reminisced with Kelly and each other
about Jack and the good times and the
memories. Jack was usually one of
the first to get to a country ABA shoot
weekend, staying the Friday night, setting
up his tent, getting ready for the next day.

For those who knew Jack, it was no
surprise that he was driving down to the
weekend shoot in Bunbury on the Friday
night that he had his car accident, just
down the road from South West Bowmen.

We miss you, Jack.

llse Gosper
Secretary, Gleneagle Field Archers Inc

Jack Rice

29 June 1948-24 September 2017

Kelly Rice with her Dad’s prized possession, a vest carrying
many embroidered club badges. He also collected pins for
his hat.




Branch E’s inaugural financial assistance for a cub or junior
attending a national or international event

2018 Recipient Joshua Ford

Joshua Ford was the recipient of a
$200 cheque, presented at the Branch
meeting held during the IFAA Indoor
Branch Titles at Inverell (November
3 and 4, 2018). The Branch’s gesture
helped offset travel costs in attending
the World Field Archery Championships
(WFAC) 2018 held at Potchefstroom,
South Africa.

Josh being a minor, | (Mum Cheryl-
anne) accompanied him as a support
parent to WFAC where, with other
members of the Australian team, he
competed with410archersfrom 25 other
nations. Josh formed several friendships
at his first overseas competition and
competed secure in the knowledge he
was backed not only by his ABA Branch
but also his club, Boolaroo Bowmen.
He came home with a gold medal in
his division which now sits beside his
National Boys Champion Title.

We both had a great time with Josh
able to renew friendships and catch up
with archers he had shot with at WFAC
2016 held at Wagga Wagga. Touching
down In Sydney on October 15 with
a large component of the Australian
team, all tired and jet-lagged after
our 13.5 hour flight, we landed full of
appreciation as to just how lucky we are
to call Australia home.

As parents we wish to congratulate
ABA E Branch on this inaugural initiative
in providing token financial support
to a cub/junior's family towards their
travel costs in attending a national/
international archery event. Whilst
the money was appreciated, the
backing and support Josh received
from his fellow Branch members was
immeasurable and meant each day's
competition was shot with pride.

Proud parents
Cherylanne Bailey and Kerry Ford

Presentation of the cheque from Branch E.

Josh with his medal
from WFAC.

World Field Archery
Championship
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Unfortunately the hunting year finighed a little early for me in 2018, and as [ sit thinking about my time in
the bush it would be fair fo eay it wag quite an extraordinary year. Just with goats alone, it wag a season fo

remember. ['ve been chaging big stinkers for well over two decades since a good mate first introduced me fo hie
obsession. [ have taken some great goats over the years but that Record Clage goat hag alwaye eluded me. Ae
for the dream that the great man Mek Harvey introduced me to, claiming that a 4O-inch goat ie the mark of a
trophy for a rifle hunter, surely a 4O-inch ie exceptional for a bowhunter! This year we hit that mark.
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anuary has become a bit of a goat tradition and one

of my favourite hunting getaways. This year with a

group of close mates and a son in tow, | headed south
to try to find some big stinkers.

After a long dull drive, we arrived at our temporary
home around mid-afternoon. | quickly introduced my
hunting mates to the property owner then we dropped
our kit, grabbed our bows and headed off to give the boys
a quick orientation of the property so we would be ready

to get an early start the next morning.

I’ve been hunting this property for over a decade now
and some big billies have come off it during that time but
never a Record Class. Nick changed that on day one, a big
white billy coming in to water and a great shot that saw
the first Record Class for the year hit the deck. And what
a goat he was—39in and over 126pt. Things were shaping
up well as this billy wasn’t even the biggest Nick had seen
that day and the story of the one that got away was what

p
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Nick took this big white billy on the first day of hunting.

sent us to bed with pleasant dreams of what was to come
in the days ahead.

The coming days saw both Rob and Sam take some
great billies of their own, both Trophy Class. This was
Sam’s entry into TBA—well deserved! Rob managed
to get himself a wild ram as well, which had him doing
cartwheels around camp. Meanwhile, my son Mitchell
(his nickname’s George) had been getting amongst the
billies as well but—try as we might—just couldn’t get the
job done. Every day, multiple times a day, we had chances
at some of the biggest goats | had ever seen, but luck
just didn’t fall our way. Mitchell, only 13, was shooting
under 50lb, which meant we needed to push our luck a
little closer than the other boys needed to get. During
one of our nature walks following a mob of about a dozen
bachelor billies, | saw what, now hauntingly, is the biggest
billy I have ever seen, bedded down not 30yd away under
some mulga. We had followed these billies and they had
led us right up to this monster. This guy had to be well
over 40 inches, and heavy; he matched Nick’s description
perfectly. Sorry George, this one’s mine! | reached around
for my bow, my bow ... George, grab my bow for me, |

Sam’s entry into TBA is assured with this Trophy Class goat.

24

ARCHERY ACTION

can’t reach it! Dad, you don’t have your bow! | had been
trying so hard to get a trophy goat for Mitchell | had left
my own bow in the ute. This was a once-in-a-lifetime
goat so, planting Mitchell under a tree, | headed back the
2km to the ute for my bow and back again as quickly as |




could. Alas, while | was getting back to Mitchell, the billy
had moved off. We tracked the bachelors hoping he had
stayed with the mob. We found them but we didn’t find
the monster with them. | guess you don’t get that big by
being stupid. Mitchell put a good stalk on the remaining
goats but unluckily he couldn’t get that clean shot.

The last day came around fast and Mitchell was still
goatless, so we headed to water to sit like we had other
days and hoped for a change of luck. The day before we
had goats under 10yd but too close to get a shot away.
Well, our luck had changed—here came a mob of goats,
billies in the lead, and they would walk past at under

A new household record in the Brewer family.

20yd. This time, surely ...? Everything went to plan, right
up until the shot. It was not Mitchell’s finest moment and
it hit him hard, the poor little fella, as he watched the
mob of goats run off in a cloud of dust. He knew it was
the last day and we were the only ones who hadn’t been
fortunate enough to get a goat on the ground.

Turning around, my heart skipped. Here was a big
goat on his own, coming over the dam wall. In and out he
came, only in view for a couple of minutes. It’s no wonder
these big goats are hard to find. Unless you’re there at
exactly the right place and the right time, you would
never even know they were there. This billy was coming

_TASMANIAN
ARCHERY
SUPPLIES

www.tasarcherysupplies.com.au

Shop, off the web site, phone orders or drop in for personalised service

WEWN %Gedas,
ESSToR WINEWIN ARCHERY W

&2
CARBOMN EXPRESS

“We keep a
huge range
IN STOCK!”
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» = 0408128180 3

HOYT \.“‘ : A

ARCHERY ACTION 25



home with us. We trailed him into the scrub and slowly
and carefully moved in to under 10yd. Mitchell wrote his
own story on this goat so if you’re a regular reader of the
magazine you know the story ... the punchline ends with
a smile and a new household record and my 13-year-old
outdoing Dad’s 20 years of goat hunting. Arriving back at
camp, Mitchell took great delight in telling all that he got
a goat but it wasn’t forty inches—it was forty one! There
was a few “Yeah right” moments before he presented the
head for all to see. High fives fast and furious. It was a
proud Dad moment and the second ever Record Class to
come off this block.

That night as | sat back and relived the week of near
misses | got the need to try one last time and find a goat
for myself. Leaving Mitchell in bed asleep, | headed off to
that same dam at daylight. Some good goats came and
went but not the big white billy we had seen earlier in
the week. With time against me, | prepared to head for
camp. Just as | was standing, a good billy came up and
over the wall and down to the water. He wasn’t 40, that

was for sure, but he had plenty of curl. Broadside, 50m or
so: | can do that, | was thinking. The shot made, he turned
and ran up the wall. | dropped down and skirted the dam
to follow him up. | guess | should have watched a little
longer because he never even made it out of the dam.
Photos taken, | headed back with what turned out to be
my best ever goat and my first Record Class at 115pt.

It was a great trip, with three records in the bag.

June saw Mitchell and me back again, that big white
billy firmly in my mind. We took some good goats but no
sign of the big boys from earlier in the year. That’s the only
trouble with goats, they move around and with the meat
market so strong they get mustered up pretty quickly
unfortunately. Still, plenty of pigs and some trophy class
goats made for a good father-and-son trip.

Then started the phone calls, “Dave, | want to shoot
some big goats.” “Bec’s on the phone, she and Mouse
want to go for a trip on the October long weekend.” So,
let me get this straight: You want to drive 12 hours, hunt
for two days and drive 12 hours home again? Okay ...

Dave’s first Record Class billy.
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Hey, Dave, | thought this story was about goats.

Arriving in the dark, we set a blind on a likely hot
spot. It was as dry as I'd ever seen and there wasn’t a lot
of water about so with Bec and Mouse only having two
days, we had to make the most of it. On the first morning,
the goats beat us to the water. Bec said it was the most
billies she had ever seen and there were some absolute
crackers among them. We left the goats alone with the
plan to beat them to the water the next morning. We
headed to another location. Bec and Mouse had some
adventures that day but no joy, so the next morning had
us up at 4am to be in the hide before sun-up. No goats
came that morning but they had to be about so Bec and
Mouse stayed in the blind that afternoon as well.

The afternoon saw a billy march in to water. Mouse’s
shot, Mouse’s miss, Bec’s opportunity: Shot taken and
billy down (see photo and Bec’s story on Page 16). Not

a bad way to enter the TBA Club with a 115in Record
Class and the fourth for the year on this block. Job done,
Mouse and Bec headed for home, leaving Mitchell and
me on our own for a few more days.

Watching goats come and go, we hadn’t seen one
that either of us wanted to take ... until right off in the
distance | noticed a big white goat ...

| pointed him out to Mitchell and he watched him for
a while through the binos before declaring, “Dad, he’s
a 40: You can shoot him if he comes in.” Well, thanks
George. That billy bedded and watched the water for
over an hour. Goats came and went and he continued to
watch from the safety of the timberline right up until he
disappeared. | didn’t see him rise so had no idea which
way he even went and confusion reigned supreme.
Should | wait, should | go look for him, what should | do?

* 1220mm X *1260mm X 50mm Thickness
* 600mm X *600mm X 50mm Thickness
Compressed Strawboard strips custom cut to your Specifications.
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...................... POA

*Compressed strawboard is an extruded product and as such, this dimension
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A.C.N. 006 401 234
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| waited, and half an hour later he appeared about 100yd
away, again he waited and watched. It took another half
an hour before he came in to the water and when he
came it was fast and to the far side of the dam without
a shot on offer. This wasn’t the big goat from earlier in
the year but he was still a cracker and had me out the
back of the blind, running around the edge of the dam,
a superman swan dive under a fence, a sprint to the top
of the dam wall, draw, range and fire as he was moving
away. The shot wasn’t my greatest but was enough to
pull him up on the edge of the treeline and stand in the
shade. Using a crude form of hand signals and charades,
I had Mitchell bringing my pack and the slow stalk began
to close the gap over open country. Keeping what little
cover there was between the billy and us, | managed to
get the gap closed to under 30yd and finish the job on a

new PB 39in spread 117in billy, making five Record Class
billies for the year.

What a year 2018 was for goats—a year long to be
remembered as the first time | achieved my own records,
witnessed some great mates take their own PBs, landed
the magic 40-inch mark and came face to face with a true
goat of a lifetime. That’s plenty to remember until January
comes around and we chase those records again.

The writer of this story
wins a threepack of

TUSKER SPIRIT
broadheads

Dave’s new PB.
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Around
THE TRADS

To receive trad shoot information direct, email a request to:
swallace@wallacetradwoods.com

% It was unfortunate that there
wasn’t more advance notification
for the date for Manning Valley Trad
Shoot in September. Consequently

the numbers were lower than
expected, which was perhaps a little
disheartening for the club. Still,

the club’s Facebook page indicates
everyone was having a great weekend.
We shall keep our fingers crossed for
the club to hold a trad shoot this year.

@ When we arrived at Chevallan
Archery Park for the September 29-30
shoot, there were already quite a few
campers who had come to enjoy the
area, and one travelling archery couple
having visited Yeppoon, and were
picking up the trad shoots on their way
back to Lithgow in New South Wales.

After setting up a couple of targets
and checking the layout of the course,
a few of us went over to the practice
butts to have a shot. The wind had
come up and our arrows were flying a
little sideways toward to the targets.
As we collected our arrows we realised
we were being watched by quite a lot
of the campers so invited them to walk
around and watch some of the events
the following day.

After dinner we sat around the fire
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enjoying a few nightcaps, while the sky
around us kept lighting up and storms
grumbled in the distance.

Saturday dawned with a medium
dense fog; it was going to be a fine
day for archery. When we went off
after muster the day it wasn’t too hot,
however it was windy. For this weekend
we decided to go around in a rather
large group, and we also had a cub with
us, so at the clout range there was a
staggered layout of shooting positions.
We let the young fellow shoot and
moved him up a little each time until
he was getting his arrows in the circle.
Shooting back the other way was just
as tricky as we were wind assisted and
some shots went a bit too far.

Once we had finished the clout,
we went to the rolling discs and met
up with the campers, then we did the
30-second speed round followed by
the popinjay. Shooting flu-flu arrows
skyward and into a head wind makes
hitting owls-on-high very interesting
indeed! |
events to the campers as we were

explained the different

doing them, and they were all quite

keen to follow us around the course.
We headed down to do the

field course. For this trad shoot the

60-second hunt round had been

inserted where Targets 2 to 4 were
often found. The targets had been set
in place as a walk-through, with three
plates/targets on the left of the path
and three on the right and you could
either shoot all the targets on the left
going down, then all the targets on the
right coming back, then continue until
the time was up, or you could zigzag
your way from one side to the other
through the course.

The rest of the course included
a javelina in front of a log under a
canopy of lantana, a crocodile heading
up an embankment and a small
baboon in the remains of a very large
tree trunk—both in areas we had not
shot before, which was brilliant.

After a short break it was time to
grab the flu flus and head down to the
lolly popinjay, which was also close
to where our audience was camped,
so they enjoyed the event from the
comfort of their camp chairs.

For this event you shoot at hinged
round targets that fall down when hit.
There were nine of us in the group,
and five of us had hit three of the
targets, so were on the same score as
written on the scoresheets. To make
it interesting, | thought it would be
good if we have a little shoot-off to get



Chevallan clout.

N\

Chevallan Sunday rain tree.

Archers at Manning.

the ‘winner of our group’ just for this
event. So the five of us shot one arrow
only and we all made it through to the
next round, so another arrow each
and then there were three. A further
round and then there were two,
another round and there was one. The
winner then took another shot, just
because he could, and vyes, if you're
wondering, he did hit the mark!

We walked down to do the moving
target then wandered across to the
field course.

After dinner we lit the fire and sat
around it solving all the problems of
the world.

Sunday was looking rather overcast
as we all headed off. (Did we take
brollies with us? Of course not!) We
were joined by a few more of the local
archers, so they formed their own
group and went around.

Two of us in our big group had
shot recurves the day before and were
shooting longbows this time. We were
surprised to find the scores were only
a little different between the two
bows.

It started raining in the
morning. One group was down at the
tea tent and our group, which was now
bigger than yesterday with the arrival
of two more archers, found ourselves
playing games under a very large tree
down the bottom. There was one

later

person holding many bows while two
of us went and scored the four targets
we had all just shot in the drizzle.
Once the drizzle eased we carried
on to finish the course and headed
back to camp. At this shoot the Kylie
Cousins Encouragement Award was
presented to alady archer whose score
had improved since our last shoot.

¥ The following was sent to me
by one of the regular club members:
Hunter Valley Traditional Archers were
blessed with glorious weather for their
Andrew Spiechowicz Memorial Shoot
held on the October long weekend.
Ninety-nine of the 150 people present
nominated to participate in the shoot
as competitors.

New range captain Keith and
his helpers set up three ranges that
were spread out over the varied and
beautiful area that is HVTA. Each
one-arrow range consisted of 10 3D
targets set up to give archers a feel for
hunting, hence no butts.

Scoring novelties included the
speed round, hunt round, running
pig, bow bird and rolling disc. The
unusual set-up of the hunt round saw
archers moving in a large oval, giving
equal advantage to both left and right
handers. The axe and knife was also
very popular on Saturday afternoon.

The wonderful part of this shoot
is the overwhelming generosity of the
archers. All profits raised each year go
directly to small charities. The 2018

LFA USBOW INDUSTRIES
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HVTA group

Hogs’ Hollow at Tenterfield

Sunshine Coast shot.

year raised $5500 towards Mums’
Cottage. This charity helps young
families needing somewhere to turn
for support.

Early Saturday evening was a
time for memories and reflection as
everyone gathered for a drink looking
down over Andy Spec’s favourite
spot. There were tears flowing as
Nick Lintern spoke of three wonderful
HVTA archer friends who sadly were
no longer with us, Specs, Andy Firth
and Erik Neilson. Erik lost his battle
with cancer just a week and a half
before this year’s shoot. Friendship
arrows were swapped and folk slowly
made their way back for the evening’s
generous baked dinner.

On Sunday there was time for
course completion and Towball’s
Spinning Deer and Archery Poker.
It was all good fun and a great time
for people to catch up and chat.
Sue’s head shave along with raffles,
including a new longbow donated by
Norseman, raised valuable money
for Mums’ Cottage. The presentation
acknowledged the most skilled
archers.

Positive visitor comments included
observation of the fantastic family
atmosphere that is found at HVTA. The
number of three-generation campsites
is increasing and it is lovely to watch
the older folk passing their knowledge
to the young ones. There were many
children, teenagers and the odd dog or
two having a great time.
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HVTA looks forward to seeing
again at their 20th
Anniversary Gathering on the June

everyone

long weekend and another charity

shoot during the October long
weekend.
HVTA will host the Andy Firth Mem-

orial Trad Shoot on March 30 and 31.

“% Here is a story on the TAA
National Muster held at Tenterfield on
the weekend of October 8 and 9, as
sent to me by one of the participants.

The town of Tenterfield was the
home of the second TAA National
Muster. The Tenterfield Archery Club
is a new club that has earned the
support of the community. Marian and
Bob, together with a strong band of
club members, have worked miracles
to get the club ready to host such a
large event.

The club was officially opened
early on the Saturday morning with
both the local Mayor and Member of
Parliament present to perform ribbon
cutting duties.

TAA members set up a range of 20
3D targets to challenge the 70-plus
archers present. The granite rocks,
trees and various other objects acting
as backstops ensured the archer
focussed on hitting the target. Missing
usually meant a broken arrow.

On Saturday archers shot three
arrows at each target. Adults shot
these from three different walk-up
pegs. On Sunday only one arrow was

allowed at each target.

The novelties were the 30-second
speed round, 60-second hunt round,
running deer and rolling discs.

Sunday afternoon archers gathered
around Hogs” Hollow, a hollow
inhabited by eight piggy 3D targets.
The perpetual trophy for this hilarious
event honours Cleve ‘Shrek’ Wood the
instigator behind this novelty. Shrek
sadly passed away earlier this year.
Being one of archery’s more colourful
characters he decided that archers
who were not heckled when trying to
shoot the pigs would be disqualified.
Archers who did not move continually
between two pegs placed a few metres
apart would also be disqualified. Each
archer had 60 seconds to build their
score. Everyone had a great laugh.

Other events were the axe and
knife throwing and arrow making
The
archery craftsmanship to this event

competitions. introduction of
ensures that the skills behind shooting
arrows are recognised.

The Tenterfield Club and TAA
organised camping at the showground,
a free bus ride to and from the range
and the showground, dinner on the
Saturday evening and plenty of food
and refreshments throughout the day.

This was a great shoot and a credit
to all those involved.

“ The sky was overcast as we
headed south for the Coffs Harbour

Club’s annual Trad Shoot for the



The smug warthog and vinyl target.

A shot through the trees at a bear.

Tumbling marble.

weekend of October 13 and 14, and
we already knew from the weather
report that rain was expected over the
weekend. In such a case one will still
go and support the club as they always
put on a good shoot ... while keeping
your fingers crossed that it wouldn’t
be too wet. On Thursday evening
there were 10 who had set up camp,
and Friday saw quite a few more
campers arriving. There had been a
few light showers, and we’d managed
to all stay dry all day. One of our trad
characters set his camp up with the
native magnolia branch sitting under
his awning, and being of Celtic origin
had his specially made flag of Celtic
Nations flying high.

At Saturday morning muster there
were 40 hardy archers gathered at
the club shelter. Some had travelled
from the Mildura area in Victoria,
others had come from southern NSW,
Shellharbour on the South Coast
of NSW, the Sunshine Coast and
Kingaroy in Queensland and a few

other places as well, plus a few locals
and some travellers who were staying
in other accommodation in town.
Once we had received instructions of
the events we set off in our groups to
enjoy the day. At Coffs Harbour they
have two courses of 15 3D targets.
You shoot one course as a two-arrow
and the other course as a one-arrow
on the first day, then the other way
round on the second day. Our group
did the two-arrow round first. As we
went around we discovered many and
varied target placements with very
good use of the natural settings. Many
targets were placed strategically; a
bear leaning against a tree with other
trees to shoot through on the way,
another target set behind a burnt-
out tree stump with a great gaping
burnt hole in it. Unfortunately | hit
the lovely pink paint which was on
the stump to highlight the fact it was
there ... whoops! Another target was
set behind a couple of vines, and one
had a tree branch framing the target,

not really in your line-of-sight vision
but some found that their arrows
glanced off the branch down toward
the target. When we finished this set
of 15 targets there was the running pig
at the end. By now drizzle had started
so we put up our brollies and carried
on to do the 60-second hunter round,
which comprised of six pig or javelina
targets, setin a line, where you walked
along a path and shot at the targets
between the huge pine trees.

Then
course, this time as a one-arrow
round. This course wound its way
down toward the creek and was a little
wet underfoot. Once again the targets
had been strategically placed and a

it was onto the second

couple of us did sacrifice an arrow to
the river gods. These are retrieved
later by a keen canoeing couple. There
were three gamble shots, two on one
course and one on the other. It was
interesting to hear when we got back
to camp that quite a few of the groups
had not realised the large brown elk
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at the back was the gamble shot and
not a lump of earth, as they had set
this target up with his head behind the
tree, so therefore it was incognito.

At the end of this course we found
the swinging Bundy bear. This had the
small white bear target cleverly set up
on a pendulum and when a stopper
was released, by pulling a rope, the
little bear would swing backwards and
forwards behind the tree and you had
to hit it before it disappeared again.
This was a three-arrow event. Some
arrows found their mark, some did
not. Thankfully, none found the creek.

We went back to camp to have
a bite of lunch and at this time it
started drizzling again, so we waited
for it to ease up then went to do the
30-second speed round which had
five deer set up at various distances
around the ‘pond’. Once again they
made good use of the many, many
logs that were piled up in this area. All
the deer were standing well above the
logs; that doesn’t mean we didn’t hit
them—the logs, that is! Next was the
stalker round where you were given
two minutes to follow a path which
had pink markers along the sides, and
find as many targets as you could. Well
just by coincidence from the first two
pink markers you could actually see
and shoot at a target, so some of us
(including me) jumped to the incorrect
conclusion that must be where the
targets were. Wrong! After looking for
targets at the next two markers and

seeing nothing but bushy scrub and
vines, | scrapped that strategy and just
kept walking. The bear was quite an
obvious target sitting out there plain
as day at the end, so | took a shot, and
turned around to walk back, and as it
turns out, | missed one of the targets,
which was a duck just to the side of
the bear. | didn’t feel so bad when |
found out later that | was not the only
lazy archer who only walked as far as
they thought they needed to.

The final event of the day was the
tumbling marble. With the new marble
event, you start with your arrow in the
quiver, someone drops the marble,
the archer removes an arrow from the
quiver, then nocks and shoots it before
the marble clunks into the bottom of
the tin, after it had wound its way
down and around a tube taped to a
pole. You were allowed only one arrow
per marble drop, and everyone had
three goes. It wasn’t quite as easy as it
sounds, with some archers not having
enough time to get the first arrow
away, then trying just a little harder on
the second and third arrows.

Heading back to camp it was
starting to drizzle again, thankfully
we had finished for the day. A couple
of groups were caught out and didn’t
quite finish one of the events.

The Coffs club has not done an
evening meal for the last couple of
shoots, so some of us pooled together
and ordered pizza, as we did last year.
Big thanks to Tom for organising the

The view from the peg.

The actual target.
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order and John G for being the delivery
driver. Settling in with some beverages
for the evening as the rain tumbled
down around us. As we all went to bed
the rain kept falling, and continued all
through the night.

We awoke on Sunday to discover
many puddles around
wondered if they would go ahead for
the day, as one course would be very
slippery underfoot and there was the
possibility of the creek engulfing some
targets. A couple of club members
went off to investigate and when they
returned with a few targets we realised
that course was out of action. After

and we

a quick deliberation is was decided
to cancel the Sunday shooting. Then
wouldn’t you know it the rain started
to ease, so quite a few of us took
advantage and packed up our camps.
There was a lot more rain forecast at
Coffs and up and down the east coast.
We left before the presentations
and raffle were done. The weather
aside, the Coffs Harbour club has to
be commended on the great courses
they always set up; it is well worth
the journey. All in attendance were of
course disappointed with the weather
halting proceedings, and will be back
next year rain or shine. There was also
talk that the shoot may be moved to
another month away from the rainy
season. We are looking forward to
next year’s event, whatever the date.

2 As we set out for the Sunshine
Coast Bowmen Traditional Knot Shoot
on Sunday November 18, we saw a
lot of debris on the side of the road
following the bad storms that blew
through Saturday evening.
the skies above you would not have
known it had even rained, however as
we drove toward Nambour there were

From

a few clouds around. This club is set
up behind the oval of a school ground,
and after signing in you walk along a
pathway to where the clubhouse is.
There were 51 trad archers registered



and ready to set out for the day.
Following a muster, we all headed out
to our designated target numbers.
The layout of the club courses deems
it easier to allocate and commence at
the same time. For this shoot there
were two courses of 20 targets with
a mixture of 3D and vinyl targets. At
some targets we found both styles, so
figured we should take the 3D option.
Their courses are set in a rainforest
and the range captain had done a
sterling job of utilising the foliage of
the cabbage palms, which we were
encouraged to shoot through, and at
times the entire target was covered.
(In the photos [below left previous
page] | have underlined where the
target placement view is, firstly from
the peg, then | stepped out and have
taken a photo of the actual target to
give you a better idea).

As we were heading toward Target
4 the skies opened up, so we took
shelter where we could and kept
shooting. The scoresheets were hard
to keep dry and | don’t believe many (if
any) had umbrellas. Oh well, everyone
would be in the same boat (pardon the
pun). The rain continued to fall for at
least six targets and we were a little
wet, and a couple of groups had given
up on scoring while others resorted
to modern technology, their phones,
and others kept the paper as dry as
possible. By the time we finished the
course we were reasonably dry.

When we had finished the first
course, which we shot as a two-arrow
round with both scoring as 10 or 5, we
all stopped for a morning tea break.
There were a couple of people who
had gone home due to the rain and
while we were having a break a couple
of light showers passed over.

We set out onto the second
course, round,
starting at the same target number
as allocated earlier. This course had a
couple of tricky shots—one warthog
sitting behind a log with a smug look

also a two-arrow

on his face and a vinyl target between
acouple of trees. A crocodile along the
bank was so well disguised we couldn’t
find it until we stepped up onto the
mound where the peg was.

Once this course was complete we
stopped for lunch. Some of the archers
had left after doing the second course,
leaving the chef with a few too many
burgers, which he generously gave
away.

There was then the rolling disc and
the knock-down targets which was a
new event, and we all had to shoot the
club bows and arrows. As we were all
doing the events at the same time it
did take a little longer to get through
them, nevertheless a good time was
being had by all.

By the time presentations were
started, our numbers had dwindled
a little but it had been a great day
for everyone. We look forward to the
clubs three trad days planned for this
year.

@ At the time of printing, trad shoots
confirmed for February and March are
Chevallan Archery Park February 23 and
24, Twin City Bowmen Trad, Albury NSW
March 16 and 17, Bega Valley Archers
Asian Experience March 16 and 17,
Andy Firth Memorial at HVTA Newcastle
NSW March 30 and 31.

& Reports for Chevallan Archery
Park November 25 Trad Day/Christmas
campout will be in the next edition.

For anyone on Facebook, check out
Travellin’” Round the Trads, where you
can read the shoot write-ups and view
more photos.

You will find the furtherinformation
and available flyers for the traditional
shoots on the following websites:

Ozbow: www.ozbow.net >
Traditional Archery Events > each
shoot has an individual thread

Wallace Woods:
www.wallacetradwoods.com > Shoot
information (proposed 2019 calendar,

and will have a link to the shoot flyers
as they become available)

Chevallan Archery Park:
www.chevallanarcherypark.com —
for the 2019 Proposed Traditional
shoot calendar, flyers, information,
IBO approved African 3D targets,
customised archery medals

Traditional Archery Australia:
www.traditionalarcheryaustralia.org >
Shoot Information

| look forward to seeing you ‘round
the trads in 2019.

- 100% AUSTRALIAN MADE AND DESIGNED

- LONG LASTING

- GREAT LOOKING

- WELL PRICED

- CLUB/COMPETITION DISCOUNTS
- SELF HEALING
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EXPERIENCE AROUND THE WORLD
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THIS PAGE (top) Josh Balsley RC camel 30 8/16 pt, (above
left) Wade Bygrave RC fox 10 3/16pt, (above right)Mark
Burrows TC goat 107 2/8pt and (left) Kenneth Thompson
TC pig 26 4/8pt.

FACING PAGE (from top): Tyler Atkinson’s TC fox 9 15/16pt,
Anthony Atkinson TC goat 95pt, Scott Hannah RC rusa deer

185 6/8pt.
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Email your game photos
(minimum 1MB in size) to editor@
archeryactionmagazine.com
(Subject: Northern Comp) to be
in the running to receive a six-
packof ...
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Daniel Thompson.
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Editor’s interview with

TBA Bowhunter of the Year

“Movinll oriils

by JENEL HUNT.

Chital on the basalt. | was on a guided hunt up at Toomba. This was my
third or fourth trip on the chital, so | guess you’d say that deer was worth
about $14,000. I'd shot chital hinds but never got a decent shot on a stag
until this one. Somehow | don’t think that animal is my wife’s favourite!
That particular time | was guided by Dan Ferguson. He put in the hard
yards too! I've shot a couple now but up until | took that stag, the chital
was my nightmare deer. They’re just so switched on, so tuned in, and there
are so many eyes. When you get a chital, you’ve earned it. This fellow was
a long shot for me, 50yd, quartering away. Once I'd shot him he’d have
been lucky if he got 20yd before going down. That was a happy moment
for me. And for Dan too.
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ttaining the highest hunting
accolade of the Australian
Bowhunters Association, the
Australian Bowhunter of the Year, is
something to be proud of for a lifetime.

Marc Curtis has done it twice.
His year of holding the title for the
second time is coming to a close but
the achievement and the amazing
years of hunting in 2014 and 2017 will
probably always hold a special place
in his memory, even though he didn’t
intentionally set out to win ABA’s most
sought-after bowhunting prize.

It is, however, ‘nice to be noticed
for what you’ve done’, and the trophy
with
timbers, is impressive too!

Some of the journey to being ABA’s

its bronze buff and ancient

best bowhunter is pure dedication to
the craft. Some of it is being in the right
place at the right time, and having a
job that involves serious travel is a
definite boon.

“It’s the sort of thing you have to
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put a lot of time, money and effort
into to get the different species. I'm
lucky that my work takes me away a
lot—that helps me get to some of the
places | otherwise wouldn’t be able to
visit,” he said.

“If ’'m up in the Territory | might
be able to organise my time so | can
chase buffalo or go bowfishing—it’s a
big advantage.”

A pressure welder who works on
pipelines and gas plants, he travels to
all States in Australia ... and his bow
often goes with him.

“I love my hunting and | make the
most of it when I’'m away. Of course
it depends where I’'m working, but if |
can, | throw in the bow.

Marc, his wife and two boys
recently moved to a farm halfway
between Tamworth and Armidale
in regional New South Wales. Marc
is still finding his feet as far as clubs
are concerned, so is still a member of
Macalister Trophy Bowhunters where

- visit us-

U5, 42-44 Farrall Rd Midvale WA
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm
08-9250-2367

awcw

he has been a member since his youth.

“I did my proficiency (Bowhunting
Proficiency Certificate) under David
Luxford when | was young. Back then |
would tag along with my older brother
Guy. Troy Morris was there too. We
were lucky, because that was the era
of old school fellows like David, Mark
Burrows, Mal Thomas and even Bill
Baker for a while. Macalister Trophy
Bowhunters was made up of 95 per
cent hunters in those days.

“Hanging around those fellows
at an early age meant hunting was a
natural thing to talk about.”

Now pushing 40 himself, Marc said
his attitude to hunting had changed.

“Back in the day, | wanted to get
animals on the ground. Now it’s about
finding theright one. That has definitely
changed as I've got older. | love being
outside in the bush and particularly in
some of those remote places where
you don’t know what you’re going to
find. But I’'m more picky now. | don’t
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point and shoot unless I’'m going to eat
it or do something with it. | get a huge
amount of pleasure from trips where |
never even loose an arrow but I've got
some cracking live animal photos to
show for my time. That’s exciting too.”

Marc said his hunting style very
much depended on the territory. If

he was in a hot dry place like Bourke
or Cobar he would do hide hunting
and wait for animals to come in to a
waterhole. In the mountains it was a
whole different story.

“Although | reckon I've slowed
down a bit. Places like granite country
are torture on your body. I'm sure |

used to run up those hills in my 20s!”

His favourite animal (he had to
think for a bit) was probably the old
billy, especially in the wild terrain of
gorge country where the hunter’s
physical ability was tested along with
his hunting skills.

“Forty-inch billies don’t grow on

The fox: It was belting down rain. | was at a favourite little spot at Long-
ford down near Sale, about two-and-a-half hours’ drive from Melbourne.
It was back when | was living there and this little spot was not far from
home. This day | was there the last half hour before dark and had a quick
whistle. | got him from about 5yd. | was backed up to a big old ironbark
and the fox came in from behind the tree—it was just lucky | saw a flash
of orange in the bush! He went behind a shrub as he was coming in and
it gave me a chance to draw. Half the time you have to draw before you
whistle, because unless they come in from the right spot, you don’t have
much time. I've shot quite a lot of foxes from that tree. I've only been
whistling in the past 10 years. Before that | used to get foxes when | saw
them rather than hunting them as a species. The old fox is pretty crafty so
everything has got to be right. It’s exciting getting them to come in to the
whistle—real good fun.
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The white goat: That was up in steep country. | hunted for three days in a
row to get that particular goat. The first day he was in a mob of about 40
goats, so | went back the next day. | got a fair way in but the wind buggered
me up so | backed off. On the third day he was separated from the mob and
was just with three other billies. My shot was a steep downbhill shot from
15yd or 16yd. In steep country you can’t easily do the 30yd or 40yd shots
because you really have to allow for the incline. The closer you are to the
animal, the less you have to compensate for shooting on a hill. The arrow
went into the top of his back and came out through the chest. It took me a
good hour and a half just to drag him to a spot that was safe enough for a
photo. | took him on my neighbour’s place at Bendemeer. There’s always a
mob of goats up in the really hilly country. The walk up the hill three days
running nearly killed me. | mean, that country is seriously steep. | reckon |
needed a week off after that!

trees. You put in a lot of hours in the
bush to get one of them and there’s
just something about seeing a billy like
that—I love it.”

The diversity of hunting was also
a plus. He loved the skill involved in
hunting and said for him the closer
he got to the animal, the better. The
countryside could range from flat to
rugged, the hunting could be a time for
solitude, for important family time or

to catch up with old friends.

“I like hunting on my own. | do
a lot of camping, and usually have a
pretty rugged camp. The swag gets a
fair workout because | like being in the
bush and a lot of trips I’'m on my own,
and | don’t mind that.

“But I've certainly met up with
some pretty good characters along
the way. I've shared a few camps in
the last few years and spent time with

people like David Luxford, Graham
McComiskie, Dan Ferguson. It’s been
real good. You could sit at a campfire
and listen to them fellows all night. The
stories are just amazing. They’ve been
everywhere and done it all.

“I like to do a trip to Toomba every
year—it’s fantastic basalt country and
you get the feeling that you might be
only one of a handful of people who
has been in some of that country. It’s
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The fallow deer: That was off my place in April during the rut. The stag
was croaking, standing on the side of the hill a bit in the open. | got him
just on the edge of the bush. He made it 50yd or 60yd into the scrub and
it was a bit of a tracking job, but | found him. I'd seen quite a lot of deer
that morning but nothing really worth putting an arrow on the string for.
| walked from home to get him—I'd probably already walked for a good
4km or 5km from the house. He was right up the back of my 800-acre
block—there’s a bit of a gorge and it’s rugged granite country and it’s high
so you sometimes see a bit of snow in winter. It wasn’t much fun because
it was a hot day and | had to cart him all the way back: | wanted the meat.
Although | have a four-wheeled buggy, | didn’t use it for that hunt because
of the noise it makes.

s
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Toomba boar: Me and Graham
McComiskie were on a bit of a
hike in the basalt late one after-
noon and came across this boar
on the way back. He was pretty
relaxed, having a chew—didn’t
have a care in the world. | put in
a stalk to 10yd or 15yd. He didn’t
go far—didn’t make it even 10yd
and came down on the edge of
a swamp. The photo doesn’t do
the country justice—there was a
basalt wall in front of us but you
can only see the swamp in the
background. He was a good old
hog: Ripped ear, blind in one eye,
a real old battler, been around for
a while.

We were right up the back in
basalt country—you wouldn’t
want to be stuck there with day-
light fading and you definitely
wouldn’t want to hurt yourself—
not even turn an ankle. You can’t
access the country by vehicle.
Getting in and out, it’s either on
foot or by chopper.

Prinicive

a paid hunt but it's pretty amazing
country so very much worth it.

“Plus my brother Guy and I still do
a trip once a year and we have a great
time. His son Josh likes hunting as well.
My two boys are starting to get into it
too, getting into the bush and going
camping. The kids also love looking
at what I've collected over the years. |
have some amazing skins off animals, a

T l Available
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Save or Print

Instantly Available
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Visit www.PrimitiveArcher.com for more info and to subscribe

dozen or so heads on the wall and I've

lost count of how many racks | have.
And I'm in the process of building a
trophy room. But it’s still not the point.

“Actually, I'm a bit sentimental
about my bows. | find it hard to part
with one even when | get a new one,
because it’s the one thing that’s in the
bush with you all the way. | always
remember the bow | was using when

on multiple platforms!

— oy =

1-Year $20.00
2-Year $36.00
3-Year $54.00
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Stingray: | was working up in the Territory so had a chance to do some hunting in
water. | was at a bit of a reef, working on the incoming tide because that’s when the
rays come in for the crabs on the rocks. There is only about an hour before the tide
gets too high, and you don’t want to be in the water too deep because there’s plenty
of crocs. This was my first big ray, bowhunting for them. | have shot a couple out of a
boat but this time | was walking in the water. Refraction is the thing to look for when
you’re shooting into water. | shoot a broadhead on the front of my fishing arrow. If
you're too far away, the two-blade broadhead can deflect off the surface, so you
have to wait until they’re almost on you, and then you have to worry about the barb!
This one had an eight-inch barb—you’d be in serious strife if that went into you. It’s
exciting stuff, but it’s not for everyone. It’s quite an adrenaline rush. You look back
and say it’s probably not the smartest thing you’ve ever done, but | love the old bow-
fishing. And the trophy on a ray is unbelievable. That barb’s amazing—it’s serrated
like a letter opener and it’s a one-way thing; once it goes in there’s no pulling it out.
Plus there’s toxic bacteria on it as well. That was a bit exciting, that was good. And
good eating. You cut the wings off, skin them, and they cook up like white fish flesh.
There’s a bit of a technique to it, like a lot of things. This one was a cow-tail stingray.
There are quite a few species there. Did you know, you don’t even have to kill the
animal, you can get the barb off and he’ll heal up, no worries. The only problem is
getting the barb off while they’re still alive. They flap around a fair bit and as | said,
the barb’s dangerous.



The shark: That was exciting. | wasn’t far from where that rock shelf was. | threw
a bit of burley into the water and it was a waiting game after that. You wait for
the shark to come right in along the shore, then get an arrow into him—and
then hold on! That shark was about a metre-and-a-half long, quite chunky and
powerful. There’s a lateral line on fish that you’ve got to aim for—that buckles
them a bit. This was my first shark. You’ve got to know the law. Northern Ter-
ritory and Western Australia aren’t governed by length. In Queensland you can
only take one shark per day whereas in the Territory it’s not limited. Whether
you're knee deep or waist deep in the water, it’s pretty exciting. You keep an eye
out for any dark shadows—it’s always good to have a spotter on the beach. |
love my bowfishing now. It’s something | thought I'd do because the species was
on the list. But now I've found out how exciting it is! But there’s an element of
danger: Humans are not the biggest predators in the sea.

| shot a particular animal. It’s a bit like
that Castaway movie. | feel the same
about my bow as the guy did about
Wilson (the volleyball).

“I’'ve always shot a Hoyt bow. | had
one as a kid and I’'m shooting a Hoyt
Nitram 30 that I've had for the past
three years or so.”

Marc is also keen on fly fishing ...
but that’s a story for another day. .

Now that he’s living in an area
which has quite a lot of fallow deer,
pigs and goats, will he keep hunting
far and wide? | didn’t ask him. | think
| know the answer already.
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Happy New Year to all our readers
and welcome to our first instalment
of Traditional Trails for 2019. | hope
you all had a happy and relaxed
festive season. At the end of last year
we finalised our two-bundle Flemish
splice string and served it, and were
ready to shoot it in. Now we are
going to progress to the three-bundle
string. This is a neater and stronger
string which is why | always use the
three-bundle unless I'm making a
two-coloured string. That isn’t to say
the two-bundle is not strong—it most
definitely is—but the three is stronger
still. And both types are vastly superior
to the endless loop string. So let’s get

on with our first project for the year.
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Building a three-bundle string is a
natural progression from the two-bun-
dle. It adds another element of dex-
terity requirements for our fingers but
is easy enough to learn once you have
practised the two-bundle a few times.
We can use the same jigs et cetera as
for the previous two-bundle string with
the exception that the nail jig will need
to be laid out slightly differently. Instead
of the nails being at 1lin spacings, we
are going to put them at 1 %in spac-
ings. This just spreads out our bundle’s

IRAVRING!

tapers slightly which works better with
smaller numbers of strands in each bun-
dle. With a two-bundle string we had to
compact six or more strands in each
bundle over a given distance, whereas a
three-bundle has only four or so. There-
fore we space them out a bit on the jig.
Remember, at the end of the day we are
just literally adding an extra bundle so
there are three instead of two.

Mallis, mallis, malls

Let’s crunch the numbers. With a
two-bundle we had to make sure that
the total number of strands was divis-
ible by two. Obviously we want two
matched bundles. With the three-bun-
dle we have to make sure the number



Red, white and black Dyna 97 ready
to go.

of strands is divisible by three. So we
will have three smaller bundles making
up a similar total number of strands.
The tables (below right) show strand
thicknesses for given draw weights as
they apply to a three-bundle string,
with both Dyna 97 (or Fast Flite et cet-
era) and Dacron. For those of you who
have my earlier Archery Action articles
on two bundle strings, you will see
similar tables as they applied to two-
bundle strings.

When looking at these tables, the
first thing you will see is that the strand
numbers are divisible by three. So a
12-strand string will be three four-
strand bundles and a 15 will be three
five-strand bundles et cetera.

Let’s go for a 50# Dyna 97 bow string
exactly as we did for the two-splice
string. Let’s go for the bow length to be
68in nock to nock. Some of this will be
repetitive from the two-bundle articles
but it won’t hurt to have it reiterated.
As we looked at in the previous articles,
for a 68in longbow we want to subtract
4in from the bow’s nock-to-nock length
so our string will be 64in, and the string
will have 12 strands. Next we add 18in
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just as we previously did for a two-splice
string. So we are going to get a figure of
82in. Now divide this in two which gives
us 41in. Our nail jig has the same mark
on its side as the two-bundle jig at 5 %in
up from the front (see photo). As with
the two-bundle, you will need some
clean bench space and will want a bolt
or similar fixed to the right-hand end.
Then markings out from the back of the
bolt in inches. You can just use a tape if
needs be. Clamp your jig at the mark on
its side at the 41in mark up from your
bolt exactly as with the two-bundle on
your bench. For this string | am going
to use three different colours — white,
black and red to highlight what we are
doing and to make it easier to follow.
Now, tie off your first colour on the bot-
tom right nail and wind out four strands
of the first colour, wrapping around the
bolt and progressing up the nails till
there are four strands laid out. Now
cut up through the middle just as we did
with the two bundle. While holding the

STRING THICKNESSES FOR THREE-BUNDLE FLEMISH SPLICE STRINGS

Dyna 97 and Fast Flite

STRANDS DRAW WEIGHT #
12 30-50

15 50-75

18 80 +

Two- and three-bundle jigs. The
bottom one is the three-bundle jig.
Note how spaced out the nails are.

Clamp your jig at the correct length in
line with the jig’s side mark.

Dacron
STRANDS DRAW WEIGHT#
12 30-45
15 45-65
18 65-85
21 90 +
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Tie off your first strand on the bottom
right nail, then wind your way up till
you have four strands run out.

Jig loaded and ready to cut the
strands.

After doing your maths, grasp the
strands at the correct length and start
on your loop.
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string bundle in the centre, add wax to
the bundle and then using your fingers
melt the wax in and make the tapered
bundle one homogenous whole.

Lay this waxed bundle on the bench
to one side and repeat this with the two
other colours so that we end up with
three bundles on the bench. Now, place
the three bundles side by side and butt
them evenly at one end of your bench.
Now measure down from the end of the
strands and get the total length. Divide
this in two then add 32in to that meas-
urement. So in other words, the total
might be something like 84in for exam-
ple. Divided by two to find the centre
= 42in. Now add 32in which is half our
string length = 74in.

At this point we pick the three
strands up together and start splicing.
Here is where it is slightly different from
the two-bundle. With the two-bundle
we were twisting the strands away with
your right thumb and index finger then
pulling towards you over the other one
which is trapped on your left hand, one
after the other until you have enough
length to create a loop. The three-splice
is identical to this action except that
now we have a third bundle to plait in as
well. This is fiddly at first but with time
it will be as comfortable as with a two-
splice action. As with the two-bundle,
once there is enough length (around
an 1 %in or so depending on your bow’s
nock size) for your loop, bend it around
and where with the two-bundle you
laid the two colours of the loop end on
top of the matching colour of the main
body of the string and used finger fric-
tion to wax them together, now you
match all three together in the same
way. Then we continue to splice or plait
our way down till the tapered-off ends
are spliced in. The photos with the arti-
cle will hopefully paint a clearer picture.
Next, as with the two-bundle, loop your
string over your bench bolt and lay out
your three bundles to your left. Grab the
first bundle above the 64in mark and
twist it towards you or anti-clockwise,

Once you have enough length, you
are ready to bend it around to start
the loop.

N\

My,

Match up the colours and continue
splicing.

Loop your completed end over your
bench bolt and pre-twist the ends
ready for the second loop.



Now both ends are complete, we need
to twist the string CLOCKWISE and
wax the mid-area, leaving the ends

alone for now.

21 twists or so. Now trap that bundle
with your left hand—I use my ring finger
and pinky to trap it—so it won’t unravel
again, and repeat with the other two. Do
the same number of twists on them all.
This pre-twisting allows for the string
to splice up without knotting up as we
finish the string. Now we pull the string
taut against the bolt to ensure all three
bundles are pulled out evenly, then start
your second loop at 64 %in. As with the
other end, once you have spliced enough
for your eye, bend the ends around and
match up with the main body again. Then
simply splice away until the tapered off
bits are all spliced in. Now pull the string
tight against the bolt and twist clockwise
to make the string a homogenous whole
instead of three separate strands. Twist
until the string length is 63 %in or so.
Now wax the area between the plaited
ends. Don’t touch the ends yet. We will
want to trim off any leftover bits sticking
up from the splice when the string is on
the bow.

Now, as with the two-bundle string,
string your bow and see how it all looks,
God willing, all is well. Clamp your bow
in a vice or similar and using a sharp cut-

The mid string area will now be
a homogenous whole. Due to the
colours we have used it will have a
barber-pole effect.

throat razor or very sharp Stanley blade,
trim off the remnants sticking up as close
to the main string as you can. Be careful
not to cut the string!

Now wax the whole thing and rub
it in. If your brace height is where you
want it you're good to go, if it's low,
unstring and twist the string clockwise to
shorten it. If your brace is too high, you
can untwist anti-clockwise—but be care-
ful. Because of the way a Flemish string
is made, if you go anti-clockwise too far
you can have it unravel. Now go ahead

After stringing, trimming and waxing,
we now have a professional three-
splice Flemish string.

and serve your string as | described in
the previous article.

Well, there it is. It sounds very com-
plicated when you read the processes in
an article like this, but it’s actually really
easy to get the hang of it if you put in
some dedicated practice. That’s it for
strings for now. In our next article we
will be looking at custom bows and what
you should expect from them.

As always, any questions can be sent
to: norseman_longbows@hotmail.com.

Until next time, stay traditional.

SUPPLIES .oumrn

Business Hours: Weekdays 9am-5pm, Saturdays 9am-12pm

Phone: 07 46347682
Email: toowoomba.archery@bigpond.com

159 McDougall Street, Toowoomba, QLD, 4350
Web: www.toowoombaarchery.com.au
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A major decision for the aspiring compound archer
is the choice of an appropriate release aid. Unlike the
recurve archer’s tab, which can be a relatively inexpensive
item, a compound release aid involves considerable
expenditure and so it is an important priority to make a
measured decision appropriate to which field of archery
the shooter intends to be involved with.

There are four options from which to select a release
aid—the under-finger model, the thumb trigger, the hinge
or back tension release and the resistance-activated type.

Each has its pros and cons but all are very feasible
choices if utilised correctly in an unanticipated execution
process. Let’s examine each model in some detail. It is
important to realise that each variety hasits accomplished
exponents and that every model can provide desired
accuracy if properly employed.

The index-finger release is particularly popular with
hunting archers, chiefly because it is attached to the
wrist by a strap and is readily available to make a quick
shot if the opportunity arises. The use of the index finger
to trigger the execution can also be an ally in hunting
situations, but also has a number of negative possibilities

when utilised incorrectly as a target, 3D or field release
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Release aid selection

in a club situation will involve the use of an index-finger
model, where the execution process is simplified by the
message, “Place the dot on the target and press the
trigger.” The repercussions of this approach nearly always
result in a trio of conclusions. Firstly, at the outset, quite
component accuracy will occur, which tends to justify the
method. However, almost without exception, the new
compounder will run into anticipation and panic concerns
which will mar the shooting experience and lead to
departure from the sport in frustration. Commanding
the shot, or ‘punching’ as is the archery term, works for
only a very, very tiny minority of elite compounders and
even they, most often, run into anticipation dramas in the
longer term. While an index-finger release can be shotin a
conventional correct unanticipated manner with a sturdy
trigger and a pronounced pulling action, it is nevertheless
the release which is easiest to punch and hence not the
usual model favoured by competitive compounders.

The second release design, the thumb trigger, remains
the most popular model on the competition line in major
tournaments, although threatened in recent times by the
hinge or back tension release. As the name suggests, the
release is activated by placing the thumb on the trigger
post and then by the use of a scapula-pulling motion, the
shot breaks into an unanticipated release. The tension
on the release can be adjusted to suit the rhythm of
the archer’s execution process and is the choice of both
the men’s and women’s leading target archers in world
competition.

A thumb trigger release can also be punched by
incorporating a light tension on the thumb post and
therefore does require discipline and a patient execution
phase to be shot efficiently.

The third option, and one which has gained enormous
support in recent years, is the hinge release. This release
type has no trigger and is shot by rotation, with either
scapula action or finger manipulation to cause the break



of the shot. Because it has no trigger to punch, it is seen
as a valuable agent in resisting anticipation and aiming
maladies. Originally the hinge was viewed as simply
an agency for archers having target panic issues but in
today’s competitive target field and 3D events, it has
garnered enormous status and is the preferred option for
many of the world’s elite.

Of course, a hinge release can still be jerked or
punched if the archer has severe panic problems, but it
is still a very viable option to work with on the road to
overcoming anticipation dramas.

The final release type is specifically designed to teach
the archer to pull or expand, to obtain an execution
which is unanticipated, by having it set to a particular,
predetermined tension which when reached in the pull
causes the release to fire.

It is therefore predominantly an aid to assist archers
with target panic concerns and is generally not an option
utilised by leading professionals in competition.

As | stated initially, it is crucial to realise that all types
of release aids work efficiently if shot correctly. Each
has its pluses and minuses, but depending upon your
particular archery discipline, it is wise, financially, to make
a reasonable initial decision. Hunters may still prefer the
index-finger freedom of function, although many hunt
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with thumb and hinge models, whereas target shooters
will most often choose the thumb and hinge varieties.

The thumb trigger has advantages in windy conditions
but is open to punching if one is experiencing any
anticipation maladies. The hinge is probably the purest of
release aids, but can have its own limitations in blustery
situations. Some elite archers do switch back and forth
between the two, but in order to attain duplicative form,
which is obviously the key to accuracy, sticking with the
one release aid type clearly provides the best chance of
video-replay-like execution.

Clearly then, it’s ideal to have the opportunity to
experiment with the various options prior to initial
purchase. However this may not always be practical if the
archer resides out of range of a major archery retailer.
Fellow club compounders if available will always assist
in this situation, and because quality release aids are
quite an expensive item, making that first decision is an
important one.

On a final note, | must emphasise once more that
making your first execution experience with proper
unanticipated execution form is critical to obtaining
long-term, enjoyable archery adventures, free of aiming
maladies which can destroy your future ambitions in this
great sport.

Best Trophy Taken ™% iy

FK
John Mitchell, Towers Bowhunters, or FKOS

p=s &

This trophy becomes eligible for judging at the next Easter Safari.

First Kill ™

Rebecca Darby, Saxon Archery Club,
Feral Goat, 115 3/s pts, Record CIas; &

Taken with a Tusker Head,
Recognised by ABA

The winning trophy receives $100 worth of Tusker Products. Enter
now by sending your application direct to ABA.

To enter for First Kill Trophy, Tusker Head, mark your
ABA small game application clearly with “FIRST KILL".
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CASE STUDY

In the previous issue of Archery

Action, we looked at shelter; a main
constituent of the first
priority—protection. | look forward to

survival

continuing to break down the priorities
their
components in more detail. However

of survival and examining
in this issue | will focus on a case study
of a bowhunter | know and an incident
that occurred to him. To protect the
innocent, let’s call him Johnny.

| have spoken with him and he
has given me permission to tell his
story for the education of others.
This is not meant to throw stones
but rather point out how easily
(and quickly) things can go wrong.
More importantly, how you react to
a situation can affect the outcome.

We can all imagine going on a two-
week hunt with seven mates out the
back of Bourke. You'd go in winter
so it was cooler and the days would
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be filled with ‘you three go over that
way and you four go that way’ with
nights around the campfire laughing at
so and so for missing the boar at the
dam and sledging the camp cook for
burning the damper.

This is exactly what had been
happening for four days with two
blokes who had hunted the property
before escorting five other mates who
had not. But on the fourth day Johnny
(who was new to the property) decided
that at 4pm he wanted to stretch his
legs and go bunny busting for an hour.

For the previous four days the
group had been hunting on one
side of the river that bisected the
property. So Johnny was familiar with
the course of the river but on this day
he thought a nice afternoon stroll
along the game trail that followed
the other side would be nice. After
all, the river doubled back on itself

and it would lead him back to camp.
At about 5 o’clock he started to
get concerned as the river had not
doubled back yet. He saw a fence and
some scrub in the distance so he went
to cross it, thinking the scrub would be
the river and this would be a shortcut.
Unfortunately for Johnny the
river he had been following was not
the same one he was thinking of but
a tributary which broke off and ran
parallel to it for a while. He would have
known this if the group had sat down
with a topographical map at the start
of the hunt four days previously. But
alas, this one mistake would change
the hunting party into a search-and-
rescue party in a matter of hours.
After he had crossed the fence he
began to think that he had not crossed
a fence before that point. This was
when he knew things had gone wrong
and perhaps he was not where he’d
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Maps contain useful
information, but you have
to choose the right one.
There’s not a single contour

line in any of these.

Even if you don’t take a complgfe map
with you, a simple A4 printout can be

W .

thought he was. It was now getting
late and he went to make camp.
Whilst doing this his mind was
racing and his first thoughts were that
the property had phone coverage—
he did
not have anyone’s numbers in his

that was lucky—however

phone. Mistake number two—not
having a tried and tested form of
communication.

He also noticed that his phone
battery was low (mistake number
three, which can be avoided if you
always have spare batteries for CBs
and a way to recharge phones). So
he called his partner back at home to
get a message passed onto the group
that he would not be coming back
to camp that evening—and roughly
where he thought he was, noting
some geographical features and a
water pump he could see on the other
side of the river. The group were not

invaluable.

Actual photo of the incident: The first night’s fire.

answering their phones so she sent
an SMS. Good move. SMS messages
have a relatively light footprint, first
of all. The second thing is that they’re
asynchronous. If they can’t get through
this instant, they keep trying. With
voice calls, you're either connected or
you’re not. So in remote areas where
the coverage or reception is dodgy,
SMS is better.

Before he hung up he told her that
he had a low battery and to conserve
it he would turn it off now and turn
it back on at 6 o’clock the following
morning. Second good move.

He found a site that looked like
it had been used previously and had
some old refuse lying scattered around.

Before the

night completely

enveloped him, he managed to
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A landmark Johnny used to describe his position—a water pump on the other
side of the river.

create a fire. Third good move.

Now, fire fits into each of the
survival priorities due to the variety of
tasks it can perform. While we could
live indefinitely without fire’s warm
embrace, it’s one of the most valuable
assets that a survivor could have. Fire
provides warmth, light, safe water
(through boiling), a signal, cooks food,
deters wild animals and dries wet
clothes to name just a few; but one of
the most beneficial is the psychological
boost and the sense of safety and
protection it gives. For these factors,
fire is one of those force multipliers
in a survival situation and you should
always carry/know how to create fire
in at least two different ways.

Bourke is a hot semi-arid location.
To this effect, most people think of the
high temperatures—but at night the
temperature can drop to 4° in winter
with the all-time low being minus
4°! Indeed the night in mention it
reportedly got down to -2°.
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What Johnny did was make one
large log fire to heat up one length of
his entire body. He found an old metal
sign and placed it on the other side
of the fire to reflect more of the fire’s
warmth and light back towards himself
and two old rusty 44-gallon drums
which he used as a wind break on the
other side of him. This is textbook
survival tactics—great move.

After this
firewood to last the entire night and

he collected more

kindling to restart the fire in case it
went out. Another good move.

Then he made a bed with bark
from trees in plank form to insulate his
body from the ground and to provide
protection from burrs. Good move.

When he woke in the morning he
turned on the phone as planned and
contact was made with the rest of his
hunting party. They quickly discussed
where he thought he was and why.

So that morning he was tediously
beating on the old 44-gallon drums and

blowing on his fox whistle to attract
attention. At 10 o’clock he heard his
mates firing rifle shots into the air but
alas, they could not hear him despite
the noise he was making.

He did not run towards the shots
because he didn’t want to leave
the camp, knowing that the sound
could be bouncing off other features
and could be coming from another
direction. He told me later this was
something he
shows like the Leyland Brothers and
Malcolm Douglas back in the 80s. So
he stayed put. Good move.

More phone contact was made
after the search party had returned
to their base camp. And they assured
him they were coming. Johnny,
thinking that he knew where he was,
made to walk off at midday but turned
back ... twice returning to camp after
remembering the words from those
TV shows: Don’t walk off —stay where
you are and let them come to you.
Good move, particularly after sharing
all that info concerning his location.
What if his phone finally went flat? If
he had walked off, the party would be
searching for him in the wrong place
and have no idea where he was now.

So he resigned to himself that he
was in it for the long haul. He found
some old glass bottles and took
them to the river for a wash out and

remembered from

collected water. He went to boil the
water but the first bottle broke as he
placed it too close to the fire and it
cracked. The next he let warm up a
bit further away and then teased it
toward the fire slowly. Good move
During this time, he also found a
new can and made a second fire on the
other side of him and collected more
firewood to last him through a second
night. This is starting to look like an
Aboriginal technique; that is, have



three or four small fire burning and sit
in the middle. Very good move.

At 10 o’clock on the second night,
the search party found Johnny 2km
inside the neighbouring property.

There are many things, both good
and bad, one can pull out from this
situation but | will focus on two: Never
hunt alone and always carry a well-
conceived, purpose-made survival kit.
In this situation, imagine what would
have happened if my mate had been
bitten by a snake while collecting all
that firewood. The next phone call
may not have been for an ambulance
but rather the coroner.

There are four priorities of survival
—protection, rescue, water and food.
A handy way to remember that is:
Please Remember What's First. The site had evolved by the second night and had a second fire in an old drum.

« Accomplished archers on staff for
all archery related enquiries Jay
Bowden, Hugh Fabbro

« 18mtrindoor shooting range hire
with out industry accreditation or
memberships

- (Great starting point to discover
the sport and discipline of archery

« Equipment sales and servicing

Air-conditioned fun for the whole

~—ARROW ARCHERY——K - arcnstoretn i

@ 55 Currie St, Nambour, Qld 4560 - Open 7days 9am-9pm
. Ph:07 5441 2889
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With decades of ﬁunting trips under his belt, gmﬁam ‘J\/éwe [ [
rovides his answers to questions about hunting properties and some
of the challenges that hunters can face. First, he spills the beans on a
piece of luck he had 21 years ago ...

Like many bowhunters with 20-plus years chasing the feral animals of our great continent, I've been asked by new and
not-so-new Grange Bowmen members,“How did you get started and find properties to hunt on?”

It’s not an easy task, that’s certain. My last trip (in September 2018) to the cattle station in the Queensland Gulf was my
23rd over nearly 20 years,and getting onto this station at the beginning is probably a story in itself.

For me, it was a case of being in the right place at the right time. Some 21 years ago while | was the regional manager for
the Financial Planning Team for Colonial State Bank (NSW based) here in Queensland and northern NSW, | met the General
Manager of one of the bank’s investments, namely, The Colonial Agriculture Company and was asked to talk to their cattle
station managers at their Annual Conference in Brisbane.

This | duly did for over 60 minutes, then joined some 11 managers and management personnel for dinner and a few
drinks. The General Manager, Stuart, said | needed to be compensated financially for my time. My response was “No need;
just give me the okay to bowhunt all your Queensland properties.” This was duly agreed and communicated to all managers
that evening.

Colonial (the company no longer exists) had properties from Moree to Burketown; Quilpie to the NT border. Now that
might sound like a smorgasbord of opportunities but alas, as is the case today, many were in drought. We did travel to a
Moree property with some success in the early days but the real fun and rewards were to start on our trips to the first
property in the Gulf.

Keeping the good properties is also a huge challenge. The Gulf station which old mates Robbo, Lew and Brett and | have
frequented for the past 20 years has seen seven managers and at least five corporate owners in my time of hunting it. Our
strategy is to try to glean what these people in isolated areas miss (they’re some 2200km from Brisbane), what special needs
they have and to try to tap into their network.

We try to manage and influence actions we have a small degree of control over. We report to the station managers if
we see stock down, burst water pipes and any dangerous incidents. We also tune our handheld and truck UHF radios to the
station channel whenever we’re not hunting. (We use a different channel when hunting.)

We have found these guys and gals love beer, Bundaberg Rum, (no surprise there), pear cider, magazines (hunting, 4x4
drive, gossip mags, cooking and for the children Nat. Geo.) We usually carry their refreshment needs up but | mail the maga-
zines et cetera five or six times a year. At 3kg at a time, this is not particularly cheap. Then there are the phone calls, more
pointed as we get closer to the September hunts. It sounds a lot of work, and it is, but if we do not do this we soon become
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irrelevant to them. Keeping my profile front of mind is the objective and it then becomes harder to say “No” when | call
to set up the dates.

On one such trip we transported a puppy from one station to another, all great PR for the future!

Over the years I've managed to keep in touch with the manager of the very first trip to the Gulf, Paul, and he has
now given me the introduction to another Gulf property manager (Rob) who incidentally was a Colonial Agriculture Co.
manager some 20-plus years ago, he thankfully even remembered me.

The other challenges we meet and must overcome are many and are well documented. Many properties have ring-
ers who go dogging for the pigs after work, some others are rifle hunters and then there is the baiting for wild dogs
and feral pigs. All can severely reduce the pig numbers and can turn them nocturnal. Then there are the official DPI
helicopter shoots, one such three-week period there were 3,000 pigs shot off one property. In our 2016 trip to the Gulf,
we managed only four pigs—it was a very long drive for such a small tally! But we do need to understand we are really
insignificant to the managers and owners as feral exterminators.

Then there are the poachers in almost all areas I've hunted from the Gulf to New England in New South Wales. They
are a real issue. In the Gulf area, these are tolerated as they are usually locals and can cause real problems if pressured
to keep off the properties ... long term north Queensland bowhunters will know what | mean. It is worth noting these
Gulf managers expect us to dispatch every hog we see no matter the gender or size ... and we do our best!

Getting started (finding a property) is hard. We usually talk to the new keen bowhunters about who they work with,
socialise with, what their immediate family members do and if any of these contacts have family, friends or relatives
in western Queensland. Sometimes they are pleasantly surprised to get some affirmation and a chance to get onto a
property. “If it is to be, it is up to me” is a favourite saying of mine! Challenge yourself, bowhunters, and focus on any
potential opportunities.

Pig country in Queensland’s Gulf region.
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he round trip was 5,146km and

we were away 16 days in total in

September last year. That gave

us 12 days of hunting in Queensland’s
Gulf country.

Our first property was a new one

we had not seen. The manager Rob

gracefully accepted the two maps of

A doen
GULF
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the property | had copied for them
(measuring 1.05m by 1.25m) and after
a cup of tea sent us to camp on the
17km-long ‘lagoon’—actually a river
with both ends dry but the deepest
part was 8m. It was also home to
saltwater ‘lizards’.

On the first afternoon Robbo nailed

0

UN

Robbo with a good boar.

a nice boar after a stalk through rubber
vine (lousy stuff). This hog had been
a fighter (and a lover, we guessed)
as he had only one eye and severely
lacerated ears.

We worked very hard to cover the
ground and walked many kilometres
... too many for my liking these days.

winlhe
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As it was our first time on this
station, it was very much a time of
getting to know the terrain, people
and road network. This property has
to be one of the best kept, neatest and
cleanest ones we have been privileged
to visit and | hope to go back in 2019.
Some six days and only six pigs later we
headed for our long-standing north/
west Gulf property.

Now it was time to get serious.
On arrival at our preferred property
170km northwest,
we discovered that they had no
accommodation for us (influx of truck
drivers, vets, seed and soil specialist et
cetera) but after a chat we ended up
in the school house with all our gear,
which worked fine ...

some further

we even had
sufficient tucker to feed ourselves for
the week and not put extra workload
on the stressed cook.

One of the great pleasures of
bowhunting with a mate is that you
often get to watch the whole event,
from spotting the hog to the stalk to

The writer of this story
wins a threepack of
TUSKER SPIRIT
broadheads

the arrow hitting the vitals. As we hunt
small dams, short muddy waterholes,
turkey nests (above-ground dams) and
the odd carcase, this is often the case.

One such time, | watched from
across a small waterway as Robbo
did an excellent job of stalking across
open ground from some 80m to get
within 30m of a wallowing boar and
with only a small section of the lungs
available slipped the two-blade 170-
grain Zwickey-tipped Piledriver into
the spot. A very short run saw the boar
expire, after which photos and hooks
were taken.

Then, as we both knew the property
(in fact, better than the
managers now), we decided it was time
to keep moving to our favourite spots.

We found the weather to be cooler
than expected and that meant finding
hogs on the water was proving difficult
so our hunts seldom started before
10am; office hours for some!

The average temperature was 34°
which we didn’t mind at all. We've

so well

hunted here on some 43° days!

After one frustrating morning of
seeing no hogs, we headed back to the
truck and spotted two three-quarter-
grown boars bedded next to a log.
Robbo commented that | could not
get any closer without them spotting/

w. I g 9 d
Daw andl Helow Swicth, offer huurting
packages t sk your needs.

Free pick up from Townsville airport
All meals and accommodation provided

CALL US NOW TO MAKE A BOOKING
Dan 0407 796 178 « Helen 0408 365 120

email dansmithsafaris@outlook.com
Find us on Facebook Dan Evan Smith
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This page: H is for hogs
(and a sow!).

Bottom photos: Double trouble.




smelling me so at 39m | took the shot.
Now it was not a trick shot, but | hit
both hogs in the lungs, in fact it was a
double/double lung shot. A fluke? Of
course not! These two died within 10
paces of each other.

We had been told a favourite
lagoon of ours north of the homestead
had been belted by town poachers
(rifle hunters) but we decided to have
a look anyway. | casually mentioned
to driver Robbo to look up a usually
shallow dry waterway and yes, the
little water left had some eight to
10 pigs bathing. After kitting up, we
headed for them but they left the
water to bed in some heavy cover.
We slowly stalked in, wind from the
northeast in our favour. Robbo drilled
a nice boar at 15m, dropping him in
5m and | hit another at about the
same distance—but mine ran off.
| followed mine some 60m (while
Robbo set his up for a photo) to see
him mortally wounded so a finishing
arrow was required. Then another pig

walked up to check on the commotion
so at 10m he too was removed from
the group. Two for me and then as |
headed back to the truck | saw Robbo
also heart-shoot another small boar
from 25m—not too bad when you
consider we’d taken four hogs in
10 minutes from a place that we’d
thought wasn’t worth the trip. | later
shot another through rubber vine, to
make it five for the day.

Generally, in these small creek/
waterhole areas, our strategy is to
walk either side of the water due
to very steep banks. On another
occasion, | stalked in to 25m to hit
a wallowing boar so well he in fact
died in his wallow. Robbo took a
great 45m shot on a big black boar
unbeknown to me, he too only went
10m (slowly) to expire. The hooks
looked okay so Robbo removed them
after a few photos.

I'd just shot a boar in a muddy
hole and while setting him up for
a photo we noticed another boar

come in for a drink and wallow. This
was interesting, as not 10 minutes
earlier Robbo had walked right where
he entered the muddy waterhole.
Robbo was soon on the stalk and |
had a full view of it all. He circled to
get above the pig and from 30m-plus
sent the Piledriver on its way. The
boar leapt up and staggered into the
water, blood gushing, then bolted up
the opposite bank for a death run of
about 40m. The hooks looked okay so
Robbo took them after a few photos.

Another event was more of a
lowlight than a highlight, but we
both had issues with not looking
at the route the arrows would take
(direct and the arrows’ loop) to hit
the targets and we both hit small
twigs, thin rubber vine and even thick
grass stems most of which caused
defections of the arrows and in most
cases clean misses.

In the past few years we have not
seen pigs out in the open in the heat
of the day, however this year as we
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drove to another dam along a well
used access station track, | suddenly
saw under a large tree not 30m off
the track three hogs bedded down.
We drove on some 100m, Robbo still
not believing me about my call ... but
he still got out to check! | sat on top
of his new Isuzu space cab to watch
the event unfold through my bios.
No cover, pigs now alert so at 30m
Robbo took the shot. The big sow
only travelled 50m. Again, for me
observing the action is half the fun.
Most of the cattle watering spots
have a turkey’s nest (above-ground
dams about 30m across) from which
they reticulate the water to cattle
troughs nearby plus these nests have
burrows next to them (holes in the
ground from which they dug the dirt
to build the nests). Our usual practice

is for Robbo and me to alternate
between these places. At one spot
that we call the Seven Mile, | went to
a burrow to find it dry. Still, we knew
the pigs, especially lone boars and
family groups, often bedded some
50m to 150m from water during the
heat of the day. After two dry holes,
| was about to head back to the truck
when | spotted a boar sleeping in
thick rubber vine so after stalking
to within 12m | released the Gold
tip traditional carbon, thinking | had
a clear shot. But | hit the ‘invisible’
thin vine, which causes a defection
and miss. He bolted some 100m then
bedded again, not knowing what had
just happened. So, | was up again, this
time there were no mistakes and at
30m the boar succumbed to the shot.
After photos | removed the hooks but

BOWHUNTING ADVENTURES
Five-day bowhunting package $1000 includes 15 turkeys,
15 goats, one fallow or red female deer, two pigs plus all the
rabbits, hares, cats and ferrets you want.

Six nights accommodation in Doctari Lodge. Airport Pickup.
Also only for June, July and August, you can take one fallow
buck of any size.
email: doctarisafaris@gmail.com
www.bowhunts.co.nz
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| must admit that it took me three
times my normal extraction time.
Heading back (tired, sweaty, release
aid in my pocket), | saw another boar
bedded under a tree so | put on the
release aid and walked in to 15m to
heart-shoot the boar. He did not even
get out of his bed, but died in his
sleep. | was glad to see he had lousy
hooks so | didn’t have to extract them.
Robbo was a very patient man today.

On the very small watering spots
only one person usually goes in, so
on our last day | walked (not stalked)
in to a nest thinking nothing was
ever here. Then | noted a pig’s tail
twitching from under some old rusty
tank, well a bonus indeed as he (and
his mate, | was soon to see) had no
idea | was the grim reaper; it was
probably the easiest kill I've had in
years. He went nowhere
but his mate soon bolted to a safer
bedding spot. Well again, thankfully,
no hooks to make my life difficult, so
photos only taken.

The fun was now over and we

several

prepared for the long 2,000km-plus
trip home. Whilst we have excellent
knowledge of the older haunt, we still
use our GPS system to mark each track
and waterhole for future visits and if
required to blood trail a wounded
boar we can easily find our way back
to the truck. | had a UHF radio battery
failure and that was a pain.

Some poor shot placement, twigs,
rubber vines, clean misses et cetera
probably cost us, combined, about
eight pigs, but our tally was still
healthy for a couple of old geriatrics.

There is one piece of these hunts
I’'m not to keen on, especially when I'm
not the designated driver, and that’s
opening hundreds of ‘interesting’
station gates, but I'll get over it.

This was my first trip with my new
Mathews TRIAX and it worked a treat,
as did Robbo’s Halon.

Will 2019 see us in the Gulf again?
Only time will tell.
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i 14th and 15th September-2019

at Renegade Bowmen, Cumner Rd, Ipswich, Qld

The TBA Muster is proudly supported and hosted by the Renegades club
JUNIOR BOWHUNTER EDUCATION WEEKEND

This is an opportunity for new and young bowhunters to learn from experienced
and senior members of the Australian Bowhunters Association with tips on
bowhunting techniques.

This is also an opportunity for new ideas and suggestions to be shared around {
amongst old and new bowhunters

This event is open to everyone who is into archery and bowhunting.

Non-ABA members welcome
{ | There is plenty of camping available
What 3 On at no charge, however the Renegades Z
Information sessions on bow hunting club will require confirmation of your ﬁ

- attendance if you require a campsite: : "3-"
Learn about the ABA Game Claim process

The Renegades camping contact is
3D Sneaker Round Dave Hughes: Email
Mounted Trophy Display camping.renegades@gmail.com
TBA Raffle - Major Prize NEW BOW Club Canteen will be run for the
(you must be there to claim it) weekend

Bring your photo albums and trophies There is no charge to attend the

Introduction to measuring game Muster however there will be a small
: fee for the Sneaker Round.
Loads